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L beit theſe our happy dayes, 
in ſome reſpect, good Chri- 
ſtian, have and enjoy divers 
and ſundry works, tendi 9 

\ to the ſubverſion of Belial, f 

and the erection of godlineſſe: yet confi- 

dering, that as earthly, ſo wee ſpirituall 

5 fouldiers,ſeldome run to the watch with- 

cout alarme; 1 thought it convenient to 

call upon you with this graveand godly 
book, of long time hid in'Hebrew, now 
| come to light in Engliſh. The malice of 
the ſewiſh people in concealing ĩt, hy rea- 

ſon of Chriſt the righteous, ſo oſten pre- 1 

figured,was intolerable ; but the ſingular : 

providence of God in preſerving it, un- 4 

| ſpeakahle; and now at laſt though charge» 

44 le, yet fruitfull is the expreſſing, and 

| printing in our naturall language of this 
ſo worthy, ſo golden a writ : being of it 

N ſelf, * the acceſſary painting of 

| eloquent rie Mirrour 15 Princes, 
Preacher for all Chriſtians, a beautiful 

| glaſſe for women, for children, ſervants, 

| and ſuch like ; a wiſe,plauſible,and molt 

ready ſchoolematter 8 apply to eye- 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 
ry particular eſtate his peculiar property. 


Art thou a Prince,a Magiſtrate,a Ruler? 
let Judah rule thee: If thou thinkeſt upon 
manly courage, hee teacheth valiant- 
neſſe: if thou ſeek to govern aright, he 
willeth thee to fly tyranny: if thou thirſt 
after manners of lite, he ſoundeth it out, 
that vain-glory, fornication and diſcord, 
blemiſh, weaken, and at length utterly 
; conſume nobility.Let me proceed farther 
and aska queſtion : Art thou a biſhop, a 
3 miniſter, a preacher of Chriſts birth, life, 
Levi. and death? behold Levi as a Lanterne. 
| Thou canſt teach thy ſelfe, but he can 
f teach thee better:thou ſpeakeſt to others, 
. hearken to him that talketh to thee; of 
5 thy office, how holy it is, how honoura- 
. 


ble, the contemners thereof how miſera- 

ble;by whom begun, continued, and con- 
firmed: of thy ſtate of life, hat, and how 

it ſhould be; Nunquam /ine Sale, ſine Sole: 

to be ſhort, of thy bleſſedneſs, if thou art 
godly, wiſe, and learned: of thine & their 

plagues where thou liveſt, if wicked and 
ignorant. What ſhould I ay more? Look 

Jacob. upon Jacob, O you Parents, peruſe the 
N twelve godly Fathers in time and order: 
learn of him and his, to pray to God in 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Chriſt his Name for your children, have 
regard to their inſtruction: the want of 
the former, your children ſhall miſſe: the 
neglect ofthe latter, you your ſelves ſhall 
bewail.For the hearty prayer of a Father 
to the Almighty for his children, is a 
right ſingular benefit: but he that for 
fooliſh pity giveth them the bridle, is be- 
fore God accounted a guilty partaker of 
their ſinfull race. View this book there- 
fore, hearken how to teach your lelvs and 
your children. You have already handled 
a Sick mans Salve, enjoy now at length a 
Sick mans tongue, to inſtruct them when 
you leave them, and what to leave them 
when you die: elſe their end will be la- 
mentation, but yours lamentable miſery. 
And come you hither you children of the 
earth; read, ſee, and ſay that old father 
Ruben, with his good brethren, readily 
and rightly deſcribe the bleſſed path of 
righteouſneſs, and the forlorne way of 
Belial, the one to fly, the other to follow. 
Wilt thou begin with the eldeſt, for that 
old age ſeemeth wiſeſt? ſtop not then the 
ears of thy heart and body to ſo wiſe and 
ſweet a charmer. O the number, O the 
ugliſome portraiture of thoſe deadly ſpi- 
A 3 rits, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


rits, that he hath ſo orderly numbred, 1 


and cunningly coloured ! f 
Lechery, Pride, 
Envie, Vain- glory, 


Gluttony, Unrighteonſneſs, 
Bravery, Wilfull ignorance. 
All theſe, as they ſeem, are indeed perni= * » 
cious : but the former is moſt deteſtable, 
the end whereof is conſumption of this 
earthly body, and deſtruction of the foul. » 
Which wel-ſpring and puddle of evil, if 
thou wilt have dried up, ceaſe from drun- 


| | kenneſs: if not ſee it, 1 wo a narrow 
| and greedie eye upon a beautifull face: if 
not drink,yer ſtop thy mouth from buſie 


ueſtions with women: to conclude, if 
for therein be ducked and drowned, uſe 
labour, tame youthfulneſſe. For in thi I 
ver- ſhooting my ſelfe, (ſaith Ruben to his „ 5 
Children fl wy Fathers bed. Therefore 
look not upon the beauty of women, mnſe not 
upon their doings but keep your ſelves occu- 


pied either in learning,or ſome work ; charge / 
jour wives and — 2 that they trim / 


not their heads; will them to chaten their 7 

looks, for every woman that deals deceit- 

fully in thoſe things, is reſerved to the pu- 

niſhment of the world to come. Which —_ 1 
0 


——— kate. A „„ 


1 of life to eſchew, ſeeing it is difficult, 
0 without the fulfilling ofthe law, and the 
law partly conliſteth in mutuall love 


avoid ſtrife, which blindeth the minde, 

pineth the bodyprovoketh murder. The 

remedie whereof, is both forgiving and 
forgetting. Take to thee — cheerfull 
countenance, a perfect platform of a quiet 

2 minde: yet ſet — thine eyes Simeon 
withered hand, a right plague for ſuch a 
fin- All which diſquietneſs and miſchief 
ſafely to ſet aſide, let not Jadab be fer 
apart. Gather by him experience, that for 

a man to glory in his own works is ſin- 
full, and he which upbraideth another 
mans vice, ſtandeth ſlippery. Judeb cho- 
ked Ruben his eldeſt brother with his 

„ fornication : mark, who finned imme- 

/ | diately but envious and railing Fadah ? Judah. 
Did he not offend after the fleſh in the 
Canaanĩtes houſe?did he not take a wife 

/ Without conſent of his Parents ? two 

/ great ſins, and alas in theſe our daies too 

\ much uſed; puniſhed, the one with 

/ want, or at leaſt ſmall joy of childreh, 
faith father Judah the Patriarchzbut the 
other with intolerable danger of body 
A 4 and 
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ſtrive, with Simeon the ſecond brother, to gi. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


and ſoul, ſaith St Paul. Wherefore abſtain 
from wine, abhor drunkenneſſe: for ſuch 
an one ſlandereth not, rehearſeth not an- 
other mans ſins, breedeth no ſedition, 
but embraceth love and charitie in a 
fingle heart:as good Father Tſachar,who 
never railed, nor was hurttull and ſpite- 
full to his neighbour, never ate his meat 
alone, but gave part to the poore; never 
removed the bounds and marks of other 
mens ground, but loved all men as his 
naturall children. O that as we read this, 
ſo we might expreſſe the ſame in life and 
converſat ion. Mercy and Love is a preci- 
ous Jewell, the maintainers whereof be- 


ing jointly 1 once diſ- 


ſevered, come to nought. For the waters 


Zebulun. ( faith Zebulun) waſh away the ſand, 


when the ſtones and timber are diſſolved: 
whoſe mercy and ſingular compaſſion 
was rewarded fingularly. Sift his teſta- 
ment, reſemble his rare charity, in cloath- 
ing the naked, and feeding the hungrie, 
known and unknown, as well ſtrangers 
as his country- men. Let not the ſpirit of 
Dan poſſeſſe your minde. Suffer not the 
wrath of Gad to ſettle in your heart: for 
ſuch work with three ſore — 

itter 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 


bitter ſpeech , treachery, and violent 

hands, yeelding fruit not much unlike, as 
you may reade, as you may fee. Wilt thou 
be taught the ready path to that that 
thou doſt ſeek? Tw O waies there be(faith . 
Aſter) Vice the one, the other, Vertue. Aſher. 4 | 
Naphrali's race. Embrace the latter, Naphtes 
eſchew the former. But he that walketh li. 
in them both, blindeth men, deceiveth | 

> 4a himſelf, & mocketh God, whole double» i 
faced dealing ſhall be double puniſhed. 0 


Such are the covetous, ſuch are they that 
are mercifull in evilneſſe, ſuch are they, 
faith Aſher, that fait from meats, but not 
V from fornication. Have therfore a fimple 

heart, with righteous Joſepb, the bleſſed Joſepb. 
of the Lord, that right figure of Jeſus 
Chriſt : for hatred he ſhewed love: being 
curſed he bleſſed: being ſhot through he 
did not ſo much as bend his bow: albeit 
his brethren would _ ſlain — 

they caſt him into a Well, th 
Gold him as a bond-{lave, _— 
ſtrangers, and ſuch as hated ſhepheards to 
the death, of whom he was whipped and 
tormented, yet he, when they ſtood in 
fear, gave them comfort; when they were 
yiy well -nigh famiſhed., gave them food: 
when 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


hen by his authority he might deſtroy, 
he by his authority did preſerve: being 


their Lord, uling them as his betters: be- 


ing their brother, accepting them as his 
children: their unkindneſs not ſpoken 
of, their conſpiracies forgotten, their 
crurii dealing moſt lovingly, moſt mer- 
citully forgiven. You have heard his love 
towards his neighbour, hearken his obe- 
diene toward God : when he was miſe- 
rably afflifted , did he rage and ſwell ? 
when'he was made a bond-{lave of a free 
mans ſon, did he cry oat on heaven ? 
boing utterly forſaken, did he impatient- 
y accuſe Gods juſtice ? no, Expeltans ex- 
Dominum : Andat the laft, the 

Lord which hid his face did ſhew his 
romtenance; of a caitiffe, in reſpect, ma- 
king him free; of a free-man,wealthy; of 
n wealthy ſubject, an honourable perſo- 
nage, Lord Preſident of Pharaob's land: 
whom the Egyptians being alive loved: 
being dead, loved: being rotten, loved: 
whom living, neither wealth nor woe 
vorild make to fwell : neither promiſe or 
threats of the Egyptian ſtrumpet could 
make fide: and therfore being dead, nei- 
ther world, devil, nor mans policy — 
2 e 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

make forgotten. O that our mortall race 

might thus begin, thus perſevere, might 

thus, thus O Eord, moit happily finiſh. 

The ſpirĩt ĩs willing but the flefh is weak. 

Learne therefore ot Benj amis to enflame Bexja- 

thy heart, that tHou maiſt be ready both mix. | 

- « inbodyandſowl. Let us, ſaĩth Eccleſiaffs Eccleſ. ig. | 
commenũ (and ſo fay I, let us behold) the 

noble fino is men, wndl the generation of aur | 

 , < fore-elders, For any lovin ati hath the 4 
Lord done in them, and ſhewtd hit grei 

power ever ſince the beging. Upon the | 

conſideration whereokand eſpecially for | 

that | would have nothing wanting in 

" ' * this book that might ſerbe thy contenta- 

tion, I thought. it as well pertinent to | 

deal with the rightebus Father, às with 

the godly childten. For to ſhadow a face 

only without a body, hath his deferved 

commendation : but who ſo painteth a 

leg without a body, or a body without a 

head, it ſhall not be amiſſe, as I ſuppoſe, 

as well to tearme him a fooliſh painter, 

as to Judge the thing undi ſcreetly pain- 

ted. Wherefore as well to ſee the head as 

the leg, and to heare the Father as the 

children, I have faithfully drawn out of 

e Scripture (and not according to my 

fancie 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

fancĩe faſhioned)the death and teſtament 
of Jacob that bleſſed and right happy 
Father, added to this ancient monument 
of the Children. Therefore, to recom- 
pence my paines, reade them, but reade 
them diligently ; neither reade only,but 
be content to follow. For the imitation 
of good and godly men, is the direct way 
and courſe.to. godlineſſe: So may we 
account of Jacobs bleſſing: So may we 
throughly challenge to be his children: 
Children, I. mean, not by fleſn, but ſpirit. 
The Lord which made heaven and earth, 
the Lord which gave his Sonne to ſhed 


— — 


his heartyhloud for us, GOD which 


diſpoſeth all chings to his pleaſure, pre- 
ſerve our-King, increaſe our Faith, and 
make us thankfull for his benefits. 
Amen. Lo 


10 
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he Teſtament of Facob, made at his death, to 
his twelve Sonnes, the Patriarchs, concerning 
what ſhould hetide them in the laſt dayes : gathe- 
red out of Gene/is 48, 49. and added 

unto this Book. 
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Come, hear ken, my Sonnes, two things I give, 

my bleſcing and my ban : 
The firſt, to them that godly live; | 
the lan, to wicked man. | 
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Jacob. 


bh I + of Rebekah in the peaze of Gea.23. 
\ 
1 


bee won 2108.his Father 
N being thzeeſcoze yoares of rte for 
ge, was a perfect nm dd 
righteous dwelling in Tents; nat given 11 
to pleaſure and hunting. as his elder b30- Jacob be- 
ther, elder by nature, nat by grace, For loved, get 
the elder (hall ſerve the younger, ſaithjihe of mern, | 
Lond. Why # not fo2 that Jacob hadiſo r 
deſerved. but G OD had fo appointed. ae. 
Wherefoze when he thus bp the datermi⸗ 2 
nate will of God, and heaveniy difpaſitt- 
hav got his bzothers birth right. anw hi? 
d go s birth tight, and has 
Fathers ble ding bis parents can ſideriug nts | 
that the ſlippery dapes of carnall copiila- Gen r 
tion did appzoach, and wartiy fearinghyls 
Bꝛother £141.03 that heconcetvod mays 
ber in his heart and infiftutedabirth-vap 
ſoz his divelliſh purpoſe, ſent him from 


Brer- 
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The Teſtament of Jacob. 


Beer-ſheba to Meſopotamia to Laban his 
mothers bꝛother, there hone ſtly to take a 
A caveat Wife, and quietly to live. Foz matrimo⸗ 
for mari- p, without conſent of Parents, and due 
ages conſideration of either partie contracted, 
as it bzeedeth their diſqutetneſs,ſo it pꝛo⸗ 
boketh Gods diſpleaſure, )acob therfoze, 
after long travell, being placed with hts 
Uncle Laban , and ſerving him foure- 
teene peeres in labour and patne, (albe- 


Trouble & yg was the Childe of Pzomile, the 
are dei. Bleſſed of the Lozd, bozne of a Free 


ned to the woman, and that which ts moze, his 


.Ble&, Uncles bone and fleſh, and 1 oꝛd of Ca- 
naan : not arguing with himſelf as the 


wozldly Childzen of this earth, ſaying, 


ple for 


children, Shall J which am a free and wealthy 


mans ſonne be made a ſervant - Shall 
A be a dzudge in my kinſmans honſc, be- 
ing ſent to marrp, and not to ſerve -) had 
given him by Laban to Wife foz his 


good ſervice (by which GDD bleſſed , | 


era that itttle that Laban had befoze ) his 
ſervags. {Wo Daughters, Leah firſt, then Rachel, 
with their handmalds, Bilhah and Zil- 

pah : of whom accoꝛding to the Pꝛomiſe 


made to him in Bethel, that his ſeed 
ſhould 


2 


? 
y 
4 


| 
[ 
. 


q i 


The Teſtament of jacch. 


ſhould be maltiplied, he begat twelbe 
ſonnes, twelve-godly Fathers of the 


earth. 
Ruben. ) Dan. Iſſachar. 
| Simeon. (Naphtali.) Zebulun. 
1 Levi. Gad. ſoſeph. 


Juda. ) Aſher. Benjamin. 


5 . Thus he being bleſſed of the Lozd, Man: 10 
as well in Chilozen as in ſubfance, re © igt £ 
| turned againe to his native Comtrey, b. mage. 
he and his Childzen, there to live, and 
in there to die. But behold the divine p30: 
* videnceof God! after thzee and thirty 
| peeres exptred, he was remoded from 
| Canaan to Goſhen in Egypt, by means 
of his ſon Joſeph,chiefe Steward ol Pha- 
7 raohs land, whom his bzethzen herefofoge 


had ſold, M here, when he had [ived x 7, 
| peeres, and ſeen his family crrcreaſer 
'F . exceedingly, to his great joy and tom- 
fozt no doubt, eſpectally all the other 
Coumtries about being plagued with a 
great famine, and he by Gods mer⸗ God al- 
cy not greatly feeling the ſame , percet- e 
bing alſo his tronbleſome pilgrimage . _ 
+ Ddzawing to an end, called his Bonne s 
» Joſeph 


Parents 
ought ro 
rell their 
children 
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The Teſtament of Jacob. 


Joſeph unto him, and ſaid, If 1 have found 
grace in thy ſight, oh put thy hand under 
my thigh (foz in this oʒder they toke an 
oath in Jacobs time)deal mercitully with 
me and truly,bury me not in Egypt, but 
let me ſleep with my Fathers: Where no⸗ 
ting his ſure faith in the Pꝛomiſe of God 
made to his Fathers, willed him to looke 
foz Canaan his hoped inberitance, and not 
to truſt in Pharaohs land. To which his 
requeſt, when Joſeph his loving ſon obe⸗ 
diently did condeſcend, Jacob taking a 
little moze ſtrength unto him, and ſitting 
ap, defirous alſo to ſhew fozth the great 
goodnelle of the Lozdin pzeſerving him 
and his.ſaid: Gon Almighty appeared 
unto me at Lu, in the Land of Canaan, 
and bleſſed me: ſaying , Behold, I will 
make thee fruitfull, and cauſe thee to 
multiply, and will make a great number 
of people of thee,and will give this Land 
unto thy ſeed for an everlaſting poſſeſſi- 
on. Thy ſons, Manaſſes & Ephraim, I take 
as mine on, their own brethren ſhall be 
called after their name. As I came from 
Meſopotamia, Rachel dyed in the Land 
of Canaan, ind was buried by the way to 
Ephrata, the ſame is Bethlehem. 

Then 
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The Teſtament of Jacob. 


Then Jacob, albeit ſomewhat dimmg 
foz age, beholding Joſephs two fonnes, 
ſatd : What are theſe ? To whom Joſeph 
anſwered: They are my ſons which God 
hath given me, O bring them to me, ſatd 
Jaccb, and let me bleſſe them: I had not 
thought to have ſeen thy face Joſephʒ yet 
lo, God hath ſhewed me thy ſeed. 

God, in whole {ight my fathers Abra- 
ham and Iſaac did walk: GOD which 
hath ted me all my lite long unto this 
diy, and the Angel which hath delivered Chriſt. 
me from all evil, bleſſe theſe lads, and let ,  , * 
my name be named on them, and the one of his 
name of my Fathers, Abraham and Iſaac, aulas not 


. : that they 
and that they may grow into a multirude ſhould pray 


in the midſt of the earth. _— 40 
Chen as ſoſeph lifted his Fathers Ecki 

hand from Ephraim to Manaſſehs the el Shered. 

der, Jacob ſatd, Let it be,I know well, my 

{on,heſhall alſo be a great people, but his 

yonger brother ſhal be greater: in thee let 

ſrael bleſſe and ſay, God make thee as E- God hut 

phraim & Manaſſeh. Akter this he fainting „ l 

ſaid;Behold, Joſe pb, l die: God ſhalbe with will. 


you, and bring you again to the land of ch duidédt 

your fathers. Moreover, | give unto thee a the — d, a8 
; "yu 72 * al; Jet but ho 

portion of land above thy brechre,whiclt . fer. 


B 2 con- 


The Teſtament of Jacob, 


conquered by ſword and bow of the A- 
morites. And come you hither alſo,O my 
children, that I may tell you what ſhall 
come on you in the laſt dayes: Gather ye 
together, and heare ye ſonnes of Jacob, 
. _  hearken unto [ſrae/ your Father. 
— Ruben, my firſt-born, my might, my 
— ſtrength, excellent in dignity and power, 
unconitant as water, thou ſhalt not ex- 
cell, becauſe thou didſt defile my couch. 
Levi bad Simeon and. Levi, Brethren in evil, who 
_ — in your wrath ſlew aa man & in your ſelf- 


| will digged down a wall:Curſed be your 
der Judah. wrath, for it was ſhameleſſe, and your 


Jud. 1. fierceneſſe, for it was cruell. I will divide 
you in Jacob, and ſcatter you in Iſrael. 
Bleflings Judah, thy hand ſhall be on the necke 


- "of Judah Töfk thine "enemies. Thy brethren {hall 


worthy ſtoop unto thee : as a Lyons whelp 
captaine. ſhaſt thou come up from the ſpoil : thou 
ſhalt couch as a Lyon, and as a Lyonels 3 
A noble Who ſhall ſtirre thee up ? 2. The Scepter 
Prince, ſhall not depart from thee,nor aLaw-gi-- 
Chriſt, ver from between thy feet, untill Sbilob 


come : all Nations ſhall ſeeke after him. 

3.A fertile 2.Thou ſhalt binde thy Aſſe Fole to the 
Land, Vine, and the Aſſes Colt to the belt 
Vine; thou ſhalt waſh thy garment in 

| wine, 


- 
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The Teſtament of Jacob. 


wine, and thy cloak in the blood of 
grapes: thy eyes ſhall be red with Wine, 
and thy teeth white with Milk. 

Zebulux , thou ſhalt dwell by the ſea 
ſide, and thou ſhalt be a Haven for ſhips : 
thy border ſhall be unto Zidon. 

Iſſachar, thou ſhalt be a ſtrong Aﬀe, 
couching down between two burdens : 
And thou ſhalt ſee that reſt is good, and 
that the Land is pleaſant, and ſhalt bow 
thy ſhoulder to beare,and ſhalt be ſubject 
unto tribute. 

Dan, thou ſhalt judge the people, as 
one of the Tribes of Ifrael. Dan, thou ſhalt 
be a ſerpent by the way, an Adder by the 
path, biting the horſe heele, ſo that his 
Rider ſhall tall backward. Then Jacob 
fozcſecing in his minde the great calami⸗ 
tie that ſhould betide his poſterity , com⸗ 
fozting himſelf, and reſting in Gods pꝛo⸗ 
mike, cried out with heart and minde: O 
Lord, I have waited for thy ſalvation. 


Judges 13, 


14,1 5516. 


Gad, an hoaſt of men ſhall overcome Joſh. 1. 2. 


thee, but thou ſhalt overcome at the laſt. 


And what ſhall I ſay to Aſher ? his Num. 33. 


bread ſhall be fat, and he ſhall have plea- 
{ures for a King. 


Naphtab is a hinde, ſent fora preſent, Judg.4-5. 


B 3 giving 


Fd 


The Teſtament of Jacob. 
giving goodly words. 

The bleſ. Joſeph is a flouriſhing Bough by a Well 
ſing of Jo- ſide, the ſmall! boughs ſhall run upon the 


Aerb. Wall. The Archers ſhot againſt him, and 


—_— hated him:but his bow was made ſtrong, 
ems and his Arms ſtrengthened by the hands 


ofthe Almighty God of Jacob. Out of 


All things him ſhall come an Heardman, a ſtone in 

een — Iſrael. All theſe things (hall come from 

God. my Fathers God, which hath helped thee, 
and bleſſed thee with bleſſings of the 
Heaven, with bleſſings of the deep be- 
neath, with bleflings of the breaſt and 
womb. The bleſſings of (me) thy father, 
that I give thee, are ſtronger than the 
bleſſings that I had of mine Elders. Un- 
till the end ot the hils of the world they 
ſhall be on thy head. 

Benjamin ſhall ravin as a Wolt, in the 
morning he ſhall devoure the prey, and 
at night divide the ſpoil. And now when 

Not for I ſhall be gathered to my people, bury me 
the holi- with my fat hers, in the cave that is in the 
neſſe of field of Ephron the Hittite, in the cave 
155 duc that is in the held of CMachpelah, which 
memory is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, 
of Geds Which Abraham bought with the field 
Promiſe, Of Epbron the Hittite, for a poſſeſſion to 
bury 


— 


— — _ 


The Teſtament of Jacob, 


® bury in, where as were buried Abraham 


| 


and Sarah his wife, and Iſaac with Ræbe- 
Kab, and there I buried Leah. The Field, 
and the Cave that is therein, was bought 
of the Children of Heth. 

; .UUhen Jacob. had made an endofcom:- 
mahding all that he would unto his ſons, 
ha ving lived one hundꝛed fozty and ſeven 
yeares, hee plucked. up bis feet into the 


bed, and quickly died. Then Joſeph fal- A token of a 


ling upon his Fathers face, and killing; 
him with teares, cauſed him to be embal⸗ 
med by Phyſicians, to the ſpace of foʒty 
dayes, and mourned foz him thzeeſcoze 
and tenne dayes. Who departing from 
Egypt into Canaan , with noble men of 
the Land fa Chariots and hozſe-men, 
buried him in the place which Jacob had 
appointed, 


The Teſtament of Raben, made to his  & 

Children at his death, concerning the 

things that he had in his minde,by the 

ſuggeſtion of the Spirit of fore- 
knowledge, 


Ju 


122 
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Behold, the Pot, the Beare, the Bed, 
doe note the ſtrength, the lu#t a 
Of Ruben, and * head, i 
' who therefore was accurit. 


— — 
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His is the copie of Rubens Tefta« 

ment, concerning all the things 

which he gave in charge to his childzen 

befoze he died, in the 125, peare of his 

- + {ife. Two peares after the deceaſe of 
Joſeph, his childzen and chüdꝛens chil- 

dꝛen came to viſite him in his ſickneſfſe, 

» + andheſaidunto them: 

Py childzen, J die,q go the wap of mp 
Fathers, And ſecing there his bꝛethzen, 
ſudah, Gad, and Aſher;heſatd unto them; 
Lift me up, my bzethzen, that J may tell 
vou and my Childzen the things that J 
have hidden in my heart,foz J amhence= Death is 
fozth dꝛawing to mp long home, Thon — 
ſtanding up, he killed them, and weeping 
> faid; Harkon, my bꝛethzen, and pou mp 

chiidꝛen, give ear to the woꝛds of pour fa« 

ther Ruben, mark what J give in charge 

to you. Behold, J command pon this dap 

be koꝛe the God ol Heaven, that ye walks 

not in the ignozance of pontbtuineſſe and . 

foznication vherein J overſhot my ſelfe, ran 

and defiled the bed of my Father Jacob. — 

Foz JI aſſure pou that the Loꝛd did there⸗ Gen. 15. 

ſioꝛe ſtrike me with a ſoze plague — = 

—b84 nas 
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«Prayer end Hanks the ſpace of ſeven moneths, and 
-> — 2 J had periſhed if my Father » Jacob | 
brach. had not pꝛayed to the Lo2d foz me, be» | 
Tie bir cauſe he was minded to have flain me. 
6g ofa I was thirty peares old when AJ did this 
Father, to, ebil in the ſight of the Loꝛd, and ſeven 
9 ie, of moneths was J ficke to the death, and 
— bene · with a free heart did J ſeven peare pe⸗ 
In repen- Hance befoge the Lo2d, J dzank no wine 
tance e 02 ſtrong dzink: no fleſh came within 
conſidered, Mp mouth, J taſted not any fine bzcad : 
. nor an. but J mourned foz my ſinne, foz it was 
The eight great, and there ſhall none ſuch be dons 
nn in IIrael. And now, my ſonnes, heare 
worketh,and me. that J map ſhew you what J ſaw 
te-et2 0 concerning the ſeven ſpirits of errour in 
my repentance, Belial giveth ſeven ſpi⸗ 
rits againſt a man, which are the wel- 
ſpzings of pouthfull woꝛkes: and ſeben , , 
ſpirits are given man in his Creation, 
whereby all his wozkes are done. The 
«16 WT 7 the ſptrit of Life, wherewith is 
created his being. The ſecond is the 
2. Secing ſpirit ok Seeing, wherewith cometh 
3. Hearing, luſting. The third, the ſpirit of Hea- 
ring, wherewith cometh learning. The 
411. Smelling. fourth is the ſpirit of Smelling, where⸗ 
with cometh delight, by dzawing - 5 * * 


* 
A 
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the aire, and by bzeathing of it out again. 

The fift is the ſpirit of Speech wherwith 5. Speech. 

knowledge is made. The ſixt is the ſpi⸗ 

rit of Taſting, wherof cometh the feeding 5, r. Ang. 

upon things that are to be eaten and 

dzunke, and th2ough them is engendered 

ſtrength. becaule the lubſtance of ſtrength 

is in meat. The ſcventh is the ſpirit or e 3 

Seed and Generation, where with ente ⸗ of what 

reth in the luſt of pleaſure, * 
Foz this canle it is the laſt of creafton, 

and the firſt of youth; becaule it fs full of 

Ignozante and Janozance leadeth the 

vonger ſoꝛt as a blind body into the ditch, 

and as an oxe to the fall. Among all theſe x 

is the eighth ſpirit, which is of Sleep, with Aer and 

whom ts created the waſting away of very. 

Nature, and the Image of Death With p —— 

theſe ſpirits, are mingled the ſpirits of and of what 

errour. Whercof the firft is the ſpirit ol? * 

lech ꝛry, who licth within the nature and · Lechery= 

ſenſes of man. The ſecond ſpirit ofunſa- . Clurtony. 

tiableneſs lieth in the belly. The third ſpi⸗⸗ 

rit of ſertſe, lieth in the liver and in chole . 

The fourth ſpirit is of bzavery and gal 4.Bravery. 

lantneſs, that the party may ſeem comelp 

by exceſſe. The fift is the ſpirit of Pꝛide, 5. pride of 


Which moveth a man to minde o⸗ — pro- 
8 


an, that great wickednes. But my mind ran 


The Teſtament of Ruben. 
ver great things, oz to think well ol him 


-/ 6. Vaine- ſelf Che ſixt is the ſpirit of lying 03 vain 


glory, in glogiouſnefſe , in boaſting a mans ſelfe, 
2aſiſterh, MD in deſire to file his talke concerning 


- 7. Uncigh- his owne kindzed and acquaintance The 


teouſneſſe. ſeventh is the ſpirit of unrighteonuſneſle, 
which Eirreth up the affections that a 

man ſhould perfozm the luſttull pleaſures 

of his heart. Foz unrighteouſneſſe woz- 

keth with all the other ſpirits , by taking 

guile emto him. Unto all theſe ſpirits is 

8. wilſull matches the eighth ſpirit, which is the ſpts 
ignorance. xit of fleep oz fluggtfhneTCe, in exrour x t- 
magination , and fo the ſoules of young 

; folkes perth , becauſe their mindes are 
—— darkned and hidden from the truth, r un⸗ 
of ro- dorftand not the law of the Lo2d, neither 
rance, Obepthe doctrine of their Fathers, as be- 
wn fell to me in my youth. But now mp chil⸗ 
. dzen lobe the truth and that ſhall pzeſerve 
we og pou. Harken to pour Father Ruben, and 
r.A preedy let not your eies, r run a gazing after wo- 
eye. men, neither be pe 2, alone with a Mo · 
2. Cloſe man that is married; neither doe pe ſeek 
"ab about 3. what Women are doing- Foz 
wit on if J had notſeen Bilhah bathing her ſelfe 


men, 


3. Buſe in a fecret place, J had not fallen into 


ſo 


% 


* 


ma unto the Lozd, that his wzath might 
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lo upon the naked M omen, till it ſiffe- 

red me not to ſleep till J had committed 
abomination. Foz while my Father Ja- 

cob was awap at his Father 1taacs, 

and J in Gader hard by Euphrata, a houſe 

of Bethlehem, Bilhah fell q. dʒzunken, c as 4· Drun- 
ſhe lay aſleep uncovered in her chamber, kenneſie. 
I went in lo, and ſeeing her nakedneſſe, 

wzought wickedneſs with her: (lea bing 

her aſleep went my way. By and by an Nothing 
Angel of God bewzaped my wickedneſs ſo ſecretly 
to my Father Jacob, who coming home, dfb. 
mourned fo2 mee, and touched not Bilhah pen. 

any moze. Theretoze look not upon the A godly 
beauty of women, neither muſe pot aps caveac. 
on their doings, but walk pe with a ſin: 

gle heart in the feare of the Lozd God, 

bulping pour ſelbes about ſome wozke, 

and keeping your ſelves occupied either Labour 3 
in learning oꝛ about pour flockes, untill preſerva- 
ſuch time as God give pou ſuch wibes tive from 
as he liſteth, leſt pou doe ſaffer as J habe fornicati 
done, J durſt net look my Father in the 

face to his dying dap, noz ſpeak to any 

ol mpbzethzen foz ſhame. Pp conſcience A guilty 
biteth me even pet ſtill foz my fin. But conſcience 
my Father comfozted me, and pꝛayed los Seat 


burden. 
* 


palle 
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7 paſſe away from me, as the Lozd him⸗ @w® 
| ſeif ſhewed unfo me. Therefoze from 
that time fo2th, J was kept from ſinning 
any moꝛe. And vou. my childzen,like wiſe, 
| keepe pe that J ſhall tell you, and pou 
The fruit hall not ſinne. Fo2 Foznication is the 
of fornica- de ſtrud ion of the Doule , ſeparating it 0 
FOE from God, and making it to dzaw unto. 
gion of IDols, becauſe it teadeth the minde and 
the ſoul, Underſtanding into errour, and bzingeth + « 
2. Idolatry men fo their grabe befoze their time. 
— Foz whozedom hath undone many men: 
ot -#. , and although a man be ancient oz noble, 
dio pet doth it ſhame him, and make him a 
ſhame, laughing ſtoc k. both beloze Belial;and the 
Joſephs ſons ot men. But ſoſeph, becauſe he kept 
chaſtity himſelfe from all Nomen and cleanſed 
rewarded. hig thoughts from all foznication, ſoumd 
: favour both befoze the Lozd 4 men, The 
Egyptian Woman did much to htm, by 
uſing the help of witches and by offering 
him flaber-ſauces : but the purpoſe of his 
| minde admitted no noyſome deſire. Foꝛ 
this cauſe, the God of our fathers delive- 
red him from all death, both ſecn and un⸗ 
ö ſeen, Foz if foznication ober⸗rule not 


pour minde. neither ſhall-Belial p2evatle 


\ againſt you, TV omen are hurtfull things,. 
N my | 
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mp ſonnes, becauſe that when they want Properties 
power and ſtrength againſt a man, they of unchaſt 
wozke guilelully to dzaw him to them by women» 
trains:and whom they cannot overmatch 
in ſtrength, him they overcome by deceit, 
Foz the Angel of the Lo2d which taught 
me told me of them, that they beoberma- 
ſtered by the ſpirit of foznication moze 
than men be, and that they be ever pzact- 
+ ſing in their hearts againſt men,firſt ma⸗ 
king their mindes to erre by decking of 
themſelves.then ſhedding their poiſon in⸗ 
to them by ſight, and finally catching them 
- pziſoners by their doings : foz a woman 
© © 1 tgnotabletoenfozce a man. Therefoze, 
my ſonnes, flie fo:nfcation, charge pour 
wives and daughters that they trim not e fo 
looks: fo2 every woman that dealeth de⸗ tire, and 
ceitfully in theſe things is reſerved to the wanton 
puniſhment of the wozld to come, Foz by looks. 
ſuch meanes were the watchers deceived ,, ..... 
befoze the floud:agſgonastheyſawthem pie of this 
they fell in love one with another, and miſchiefe, 
conceived a wozking in their minds, and Gen. s. 
turned themſelves into the ſhape of men, 
and appeared to them in their company- 
yo ing with their husband: and the * 
* 4 
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by conceiving the deſtre of them in the 
imagination of their minde, bzought fozth 
Teachers Giants. Foz the Matches appeared fo 
infectious them of height unto heaven. Therefoze 
| - company, Keep pour ſcives from foznication: and if 
dhe made. Ve intend to have a cleate minds, keep 
your ſelves from all W omen and fozbiv 
| them like wife the company of men, that 
| they map have allo cleane minves, Foz |} 
| although continuall companpings do not 
; alwayes wozk wickednefſe , pet been 
I they incurable ſtings to them and fo us 
"Ins everlafting ſhame befoze Belial, betauſe 
dann that fonication hath neither unverſtan- 
<> n. ding oz godlinetke in it. and all envionſ- 7 
cation, nes d welleth in the deſiee thereof, and foz 
ſhame fol- that cauſe ſhall ye envte the Chtldzen of 
Jowerh, Levi, and feek to be exaited above them, 
een. 9. bat pe ſhall not be able tocompaſle it:foz 
| God will avenge them, and you ſhall die 
adangeronsdeath:fo2 unto Levi and juda 
hath ide L o2d given the ſoberaignty ans 
unto me, and Dan and Joſeph , hath he 
granted to be id ʒnces with them. W her 
foze I charge pou heare Levi:ſoꝛ he ſhalt 
He pro- Knowthe lawof the N. od, and deal toꝛth 
6 pheciceh judgement, and offer facrifices,fog all li- 
of Chriſt. rac}, tl the fall time of Chzift, bel * 
f elt 
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pʒieſt becauſe the Lo2d hath ſpoken it. . ill 
I charge vou by the God of heaven, that ,. aling ., 
every of pou doe deale faithfully with his; with 
neighbour, and ſtick unto Levi in hum⸗ neighbors. = 
blene ſle of heart, that ye may reteibd G<n-5.49- 
bleſſing at his mouth: foz he ſhall bie ſſe 
Iſrael and Judah. God hath choſen Judah 
to be the King of all people , wherefoze 
woꝛſhtp you his ſeed, fo2 he ſhall die fo 
pou in battels both viſible and inviſible, 
and ſhall ratgne over pou wozld without 
end, 
Ruben having given bis Childzen the 
fo2eſatd charge, and blefſed them, dyed : 
Then they put him in a coffin,and carrp* 
ing bim out of Egypt, buried him at He- 
bron, in the double C ave vhere his Fas 
thers flept, 


— — — 


ne 


The Teſtament of Si» x on, made 
to his Children at his death, 
concerning Envie. 


The Heart in Womans mouth, the Face, 
the Sword, theWolfe, the Cap: 

All theſe paint ont the envious race, 

that rum to their miſhap, 
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The Teſtament of Simeon. 


He Copp of Simeons wozds, which 
he ſpake unto his ſons at his death, in 
the hundzeth and twentieth peare of his 
life, in the which ]oſeph died. Foz they 
tame fo viſit htm upon his death bed, and 
he ſitting up, kiſſed them, ſaping : 
Hearken, mp Chilo:en, heare me pour 
» | < father Simeon, whatſoever J habe in mp 
heart. J am mp father ]acobs ſecond ſon, 
and mp mother Leah named me Simeon, Gen. 29. 
becauſe the Lo2d heard her pꝛaper. J be⸗ 
came verp mighty, J went thzough with 
my doings, and was not affraid of any 
thing. Foz my heart was ſtout, my mind 
unmoveable, and mp ſtomack undiſcou⸗ 
rageable : foz hardineſſe is given of the Har dineſ- 
Higheſt into mens ſouls and bodies, In ot whom 
thoſe dayes J envied oſeph, becauſe mp it is. 
father lo ved him: J hardened mp heart Seng. 
aͤgainſt him o kill him, becauſe the pzince 
of errour ſending fozth the ſpirit of en die, 
ſo blinded mp mind that J could not take 
heed to ſpare my father Jacob. But his 
God, a the God of his fathers ſending bis Man put- 
angel, did rid him out of my hands, Foz poſech, 
whlle J went into Shechem to carry fare Cod di- 
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fo: our flocks, and Ruben into Dotaim, 
where all our neceſſaries were laid up in 
ſtoze:our bzother ſudah ſold him unto the 
Iſhmaelites: and therefoze when mp bꝛo⸗ 
ther was come again, he was ſozry. foz 
he intended to have conveted him again 
to our father. But J was angry with Ju- 
dah fog letting him go alive, and bare him 
grudge five months after: howbett God 
letted me, and reſtrained the wozking of 
my hands; foz mp right hand was halle 
withercd up foꝛ vit. dayes together. Then 
did J perceive (mp ſonnes) that that be⸗ 
fell me foz J oſephs lake: whereupon J 
repented ſoon after, and beſonght the 
Lo2d to reſtoꝛe mp hand and J would 
abſtain from all rancoz, envie, and follp, 
Foz A knew J had concefved a wicked 
Envie 4 thought againſt the Lozd , and againſt 
* % mp Father Jacob, fo my bzother Jo- 
a Blindeth ſephs ſake whom J envied. 
the minde» Now therefo2e my child zen keep pour 
b Hindrech felves from the ſpirits of erroʒ and en by. 
—— Foz envie overruleth the mind ofeve- 
lech n. FP Pan, ſuffering v him not to eate 03 
wy dzink in reſt, oꝛ to do any good thing, and 
« Pineth at is àl wayes egging him to c lay the party 
mens pro- Whom he envieth, and a pining awap at 
ſperity. his 
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his pzoſperitie. Two peares together J 
puniſhed my ſoul with faſting in the fear 
ofthe Lozd. Foz J knew that the way to A remedy 
deliver me from en vie, was the feare of ⸗gainſt en- 
the Lozd. Ata man fly unto theLozd the | 
wicked Spirit fifeth from him, ſo as his 
. | « mindebecometh meeke, and of ſpiteſull 
he becometh pitifull, bearing no grudge 
towards ſuch as love him, and ſo his en⸗ 
pie ceaſeth. And becanſe my father ſaw 
me ſad, he asked me the cauſe of it. To 
whom J lied, ſaping': J have a pain in 
my ſfomach: foz J was ſoꝛrieſt of all mp 
bothers, fo2 that J had been the cauſe of 
Joſephs ſelling into Egypt. And when J 
came into Egypt, and was put in ward hy 
him as a ſpie: Then perceived J, that 3 
was juſtly puniſhed, and J was not ſozry 
foz it. But Joſeph being a good man, and Joſepꝶ 
havingGods ſpirit in him and being full were 
of pitie and mercy, minded not to doe me nen 
any harm, but loved me as well as there: Gen. o. 

ſidne of mp bꝛethꝛen. C hereſoze my chil- 

dzen keep pour ſelves from all fpite and 

envie, and walk in ſingleneſſe ol minde, 

and good conſctence, after the example of 

your fathers bꝛother, that God may give 
vou grace, glozp, and bleſſedneſſe, upon / 
C 3 your 4 


en 41. 
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pour heads as pon fee in him. Ot all the 

dates ol his lite, he did never caſt us in the 

teeth with it, but lobed us as his owne 

fonle, and moze then his owne childzent 
honouring us, and giving us riches, cat- 

tell, and cozne abundantly, You therefoze 
A ſure ro- mp childzen, lobe pee one another with 
_— a good heart, and put from pon the ſpirit 
— Rake of Envy; foz it maketh a Pans ſoule 
of Envie, to grob ſavage, marreth his body, bzeed- 
1. Corrup- eth wzath and warre in his thoughts, ſet⸗ 
tion of life. foth his bloud on fire, dziveth him ont of 
2. Diſtem. his wits, and fiifferethno reaſon to beare 


ſleep. maketh his body to tremble. Foz even 
in fleepe fome ſpice of imagined malice 
gnaweth him,cumbzing his ſoul with ſpt- 
rits ofmiſchtefe, making his body ghaſt- 
ly and his minde affrighted with trouble, 
and appearing unto men, as it were with 


Gen · 30. Popſon, Therefoze was ſoſeph faire of 
A token of fate, beautiſull and comely to behold, be⸗ 
a * canſe no wicked thing dwelt in him, foz 


rance of minde. And now mp childꝛen let 
pour hearts be meck befoze the L oꝛd — 
wal 


— of any ſway oz rule. Pozeover, it taketh a · 
3. Small Wap his fleep, diſquteteth his minde, and 
a pernicious Sptrit and powzing out ok 


mund. he had a countenante cleare from cumbe-' 


I 


v 
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walk right befoze man: ſo ſhall pe finde 
favour both with God man: and beware 
that pe fall not to whoꝛdome. Foz whoze- Effeds of 
dome is the mother of all naughtineſs, v hote- 
ſeparating a man from God, and ſending —. 
him to Beltal. oz have ſeen in Enochs 
waiting, that pou and pour chtldzen ſhall 

be cozrupted with whoꝛedom, and do Le- 

vi wzong by the woꝛd. But they ſhal not 
pꝛevatle againſt Levi, becauſe he ſhall 

fight the Lozdg battels and take all pour 

tents, and very few ſhall be dibided in Parencs 
Levi and Judah,foz he ſhall be pour C ap- ing 
tain, as my Father Jacob pzopheſied in lden 
bis bleſſings : Behold J tell you all theſe are guitey: 
things afozehand, that J map be cleare 
from the ſin of pour ſouls, Now if you 

put from pou all enbiouſneſs, 4 all fiffe- _m 
neckedneſs,all my bones ſhall flouriſh as con 
a Roſe in Iſrael, my fleſh as a Lillte in 

acob, and my ſavour ſhalbe as the ſent of 
Libanus. æ my holy ones ſhal be multipli⸗ 

ed as the Cedars foz ever, t their boughs 

ſhall ſpzead ont in length foz evermoze. 

Then ſhall the ſeed of Canaan periſh to- g. * 
gether with all the remnant of Amalek. ©. 
All the Capadocians ſhall periſh, and all 

the Sethians ſhall likewiſe be deffroped. 
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The fruit 
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Then ſhall the land of Cham kaile, and all 
the people goe to wꝛeck. Then Hall the 
Earth reſt from trouble, and all men un⸗ 
der Heaven from war. Then ſhall Shem 
be gloziſied, when the great Lozd God of 
Iſrael appeareth upon earth as a man, 
to ſave Adam in him. Then ſhall the ſpi⸗ 
rits of errour be troden under foof, and 
men ſhall reign over hartfull flends:then 
ſhall J ariſe again in joy, and bleſſe the 
higheſt in his wonderfull wozks:foz God 
taking a body upon him and eating with 
men, ſhal ſave men. And now mp childzen 
obey Levi, ud you ſhall be delivered bp 
Judah:andadvance not your ſelves above 
theſe two tribes,fog of them two ſhall the 
ſaving health of God ſpzing unto ns. F 02 
the L 03d ſhall ſet up, of Levi the pꝛince cf 
pꝛieſts, and of ſudah the King of kings, 
God and man. 9o ſhall he ſave all the 
Gentiles,and the off lpꝛing of Iſrael. Foz 


A note for theſe things ſake J charge pon to come 


mand pour childꝛen, to keep theſe things 
thozoughout all their generations. 

And Simeon making an end ol theſe 
his ſapings and commandements to his 
childꝛen, flept with his fathers, when as 
he was of the age of an hundzed «twenty 

peares, 
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yeares, And then they laid him in a coffin 
of wod that rotteth not, that they might 
carry his bones again into Hebron, and 
they conveyed him pꝛivily in the warre 
of the Egyptians. Foz the Egyprians kept 
the bones of Joicph in the kings trea⸗ 
ſarte, Foz their inchanters told them 
that whenſoever Joſephs bones were 
carried awap, there ſhould be ſich a 
plague of miſte and darkneſſe among the 
Egyptians, ag one bzother ſhould not 
know another,no not even by toꝛch light: 
and Simeons childzen bewatled their 
Father acco2ding to the law of monrning, 
and continued in Egypt till the dap of 
their departing thence under the hand 
of Moles. 
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The Teſtament of Levi, made to 
his Children at his death, con- 
cerning Prieſthood. 
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He Copp ef Levi's woꝛzds, namely 

which he ſpake to his childꝛen cancer« 
ning all the things which they ſhould do; & 
which ſhould happen unto them,untill the 
day of judgement He was in health when 
he called them unto him, foz he knew be⸗ 
foze when he ſhould die. So when thep 
were come together he ſatd unto them: 


J Levi was bzed and bozne in Levi his 
Charran, and afterward came with mp birth and 
father into Shechem, J was at that time — 
but young about 20. peeres old, when 1 


helped mp bzother Simeon to revenge 
our ſiſfer Dinah againſt Hamor. Now 
as we were feeding of our flocks in 
Abelmuel, the ſpirit of the underſtanding 
of the Lozd came upon me, and I ſaw all 
men andermining their own wapes, and 
how unrighte ouſneſs had builded her ſelle 
a foztreſſe, and wickedneſſe ſate upon the 
thꝛone thereof. And J was ſo2p foz man⸗ 
kind, and beſought the Lozd to ſave them. 
Then there fell a ſleep upon me, and A 
ſaw a very high mountain: It was the 
mountain of Aſpis in Abelmuel. And 
behold the heavens opened, and the An; 
gel 
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chriſt. gel of God ſaid unto me, Levi, come hi⸗ 
ther; and went from the firſt heaven to 

the ſecond,and there ſaw the water hangs 

ing between the one and the other. And 

J I ſaw the third benden much baighter 
| than them both: foz the height thereof was 
_ infinite. And laid to the angel, what meas 
Chriſt, neth this - And the angel anſwered me, 
Marvell not at theſe things foz thou ſhalt 

ſee four heavens pet bzighter, and with⸗ 

ont compartſon when thou comeſt up to 

them, Foz thou ſhalt ſtand by the Lo2d, x 

behis Miniſter and utter his ſecrets unto 

men, and pzeach of the deltverer of Iſrael 

which is to come: by ther and by juda the 
F L oꝛd will appear to men to ſave all man⸗ 
kind in them. Thy lite ſhall depend upon 
the Lozd, by him ſhalt thou have thy 
| fields, vinepards fruits, gold and ſilver, 
Theretoꝛe harken as touching the ſeven 
1 heavens. The loweſt is molt lowzing, 
becauſe it is nereſt to all the unrighteouſ⸗ 

2 neſs of men, The ſecond hath fire, now. 
ypce,p2evared bp the Lozds appointment 
againft the day ol Gods rightfall jadge- 
ment. In it are all the ſpirits of vengeance 
fo2 the puniſhing of the wicked. In the 
3 third are the powers of hoſts oꝛdained 
againſt 
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againſt the day of judgement to take ven- 
geance upon the ſpirits of errour and Be- 
lial. In the fourth above theſe, are the 4 
Saints:ſoʒ in the higher places dwelleth 
great glozy in the holy of all holtes above 
all holineſſe. In the next unto this are the 5 
Angels that do ſerve in Gods pꝛelence, 
and ſeek his favour in all the ignozantes 
of the righteous, They offer to the Lo 
the ſweet ſavour of a reaſonable ſervice, a 
ſacrifice withont bloud. In the other that. s 
is under this, are the Angels that bzing 
anſwers from the Angels in Gods pꝛe⸗ 
ſence : In that which is above it, are the 7 
thꝛones and poteſtates, wherein is con- 
tinuall offering up of hymnes unto God. 
Zherefoze whenſoever the Lozd looketh 
upon us, all of us are moved ; pea, and 
even heaven, earth, a the bottomleſſe deep 
are moved at the ſight of his greatneſſe, 
but the childzen ol men being witleſs,ſhal 
ſin and pzovoke the Higheſt unto wꝛath. 
Now therefoze underſtand that theLozd 
will execute judgement upon the childzen 
of men, Becauſe that men will fill con- 
tinue in unbeltefe and unrighteouſaeſſe, 
even when the ſtones ſhal cleave aſunder, 
the ſunne be darkened, the waters dyed 
op, 
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up, the fire quake, and all creatures be 
fronbled at the fainting of the {nviſtble 
Spirit, and the ſpoiling ok hell in the paCt- 
on of the higheſt: therefoze ſhall they bee 
condemned to puniſhment. The Higheft 
then hath heard thy pzayer to ſeparate 


A mini der thee from unrightcouſnefſe,and to make 


what he 


thee bis ſon and ſervant,and a miniſter in 


ſhould be: his p2elence, a lanterne of knowledge to 
of himlelf lighten Jacob thzonghly, and to be as a 


not righte- 


ous. 
Mat. 5. 


day ſunne among the Childzen ok Iſrael, 
and unto thee and thy ſeed ſhal the power 


End of the of bleſſing be given, till God viſit all na- 


tions in the bowels of themercy of his 


rieſt- 
hood Sonne toʒ ever. Neverthcleſſe, thy ſons 


pheſied. 


Chriſt his {ball lay their hands upon him to cruciſie 


paſſion 


prophe- 


fied. 


Chriſt, 


him, and foz this cauſe is wiſedome and 
underſtanding given unto thee, to give 
thy childzen knowledge of him, becauſe 
that (fthep bleſſe him, they ſhall be bleed, 
and they that curſe him, ſhall periſh in his 
ſight. And the Angel opened me the gates 
of heaven, and J ſaw the holy Temple, 
and the Migheſt ſitting on the thꝛone ol 
clozp, and he ſatd unto me: Levi J have 
given thee the bleſſings of the pꝛieſthood, 
till J come mp ſelf fo dwell in the middeft 
of Iirac]. Then the Angel bzonght mee 
D 


own 


Uh 
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down to the earth, and gabe me a ſhield 

and aſwozd, ſaping: Execute vengeance 

in Shechem foz Dinah, and J will be with 

thee, foz God hath ſent me. And at that Gen. z 4. 

time J flew the ſonnes of Hamor, as it ! 

is wzitten in the tables of Heaven. And | 

I ſaid unfobim.,Lo3d, J pꝛay thee tell me | | 

thy name, that J may call upon thee in 4 

the time ol mp trouble. And he anſwered, ) 

+ | c J am an Angel which excuſeth 1:rac!, Chriſt our 

that he might not be ffricken foz ever, Redcemer. 

becauſe all wicked ſpirits lie in wait foz 

him. Afterward being waked as it were 

out ol fleep, J bleſſed the moſt highe ſt, and 

' | the Angel that cxcnſeth the off-ſp3ing of 

| Iſrael, and all righteous men. And when . 

| 
| 


J came to my Father. J found an Alpe of 
b2aſſe, whereupon the hill took the name 
bol Aipis, which ts hard by Gebat on the 
| richt fide of Abila. And J la(d up theſe 
ſapings in mp heart and J counſelled mp 
lather and my bꝛother Ruben to perſwade 
| theſons of Hamor to be circumciſed, be⸗ 
| cauſe I was zealouflp grieved foz the abo⸗ The zeale 
minatton which they had wzought in — a Mini- 
| Iſrael. Foz firſt of ali J killed Shechem, q fer. 
17 


then Simeon killed Hamor, and after this Gen -· 34. 
tame our bzethzen, who [mote the on 5 
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Gen. 34. With the edge of the ſwoꝛd. When my fa⸗ 
ther heard ol it he was angry becauſe they 
Sen. 49. had received circumciſton,and were killed 
aftcrward, and there foze he dealt other⸗ 
The man- Wiſe with us in bleſſing. Foꝛ we ſinned 
ner, not in doing it againſt his will,. and he fell ſick 
the doing, the ſame day. But J knew then the Lo2d 
_— intended evil to the Sichemites, becauſe 
wy Siche- they had heretoloꝛe pur poſed to have done 
mites. the like unto Sarah, as they did unto our 
Raped Di- ſiſter Dinah: but GDD letted them, 
nah. And they perſecuted our Father Abra- 
Perſecured ham (as then a ſtranger) & carried awap 
hts cattle and furthermoꝛe did beat Jeblao 
very ſoꝛe, who was boꝛn in his houſe, Al⸗ 
ter the ſame manner dealt they with all 
Raviſhed other ſtrangers, taking a way their wives 
their wiyes. from them by fo2ce, and dꝛiving the men 
themlelves out of their country. Foz · 
which cauſe the wꝛath of the Loꝛd came 
upon them in the end. And A laid to my 
father: Sir be not offended,foz God will 
bzing the Canaanites to nothing befoze 
thee,+ give their land unto thee, a unto thy 
holy one after thee. Foꝛ from hencefozth 
Sichẽ ſhalbe called the city of fols,becanſe 
that as men do ſcoꝛn fools, fo have we |. 
ſcozned them foz their wozking of foilp in 
| Iſrael, | 
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Iſrael in taking away our ſi ſter ſoʒ to de⸗ 
file her, Tden canis we into Bethel, and Gen z 5. 
there when J bad ſacrificed thzecſcoze £ 
ten dates.together, A law the thing again The min]- 
a3 Jhadſeen tt befoze, 4nd I ſaw leben fen de- 
men in white rapment, ſaping unto mee, * 
Vp, put on the Stole of Pzieſthood. the Exod. 28. 
crowne of righteouſneſſe, the R eaſonal] Levis. 8. 
of under ſtanding, the R obe ol truth, the 
„1 2B3eftplate ot faith, the Miter of holines, 
and the ephod of Pꝛophecy. And lo everp 
of them bꝛinging ſomething with him, did 
put them upon me ſaying. Be thou hente⸗ 
fozth the Loꝛds Pꝛieſt, thou and thy ſeed 
/F ſioꝛ evermoze. The firſt ol them anoin⸗ 
ted mee with holy ople, and gave mee the 
ſcepter of ſudgement. The ſecond walhed 
me with cleane water, and fed mee with 
bzead and wine, that is to wit, with the 
moſt holy of holtes and clothed me with 
a glozious robe downe to the ground, 
The third did put upon me a ſilken gar⸗ 
q ment like to an E phod. The fonrth gir⸗ 
ded me with a girdle like to purple. The 
fift gave unto mee an olive bough, dery 
. fall of fatneſſe, The ſixt did ſet the Mitre 
U of pzteſthood upon mp head The ſeventh 
I filled mp hands with incenſe. fo the in⸗ 
| D tent * 
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tent J ſhould execute the office of a pʒioſt 

unto the Lo d. And he ſaidynto me, Le- 

vi, unto thzee pzinctpall things is thy 
be three ſerd appointed of God: namelp, to be a 

dleſſings ſign ol the glozious Load that is to come, 
| — — fa- and he that beleeveth ſhall be the firtk. 

|| mily of The great lot wall not fall upon him, the 
| 


Levi. 


Chrin ſecond ſhall be in pʒieſthood and the third 
'/ prophe- ſhall habe a new name, becauſe a King 
cie ſhall riſe up in ]uda,and renew my pꝛieſt⸗ 
| hood, accozding unto the figure of the 
| Gentiles, among all nations. But the 
coming of him is unutterable, as who 
ſhall be the P3zopbet of the Higheſt, bogn 
of our Father Abraham. All the pleaſant 

þ things of lſrael ſhall be given unto thee, 
3 and to thy ſeed, and pou ſhall eat all that 
ö is fair to ſee to, and thy ſeed ſhal diſtribute 
| Adiſtri- the Lozds Table, and of them ſhall be 
buting ex- High Pꝛieſts Judges, and Scribes: foz 

| _— in their mouth hall the holp things be 
. * kept. When J awoke, J percefved that 
| of the Sa. this viſion was like the other, and J laid 
erament. ft up in mine hart, and ſhewed it not unto 
| any man living upon the earth, The firſt 
two dayes J and ſuda went to our grand; 
father laac, and he bleſſed me accoꝛding 


to all the ſayings ofthe viſions that J had 


ſeen, 
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ſeen, but he would not go with us unfo 
Bethel. But when we came to Bethel, mp 
father Jacob ſaw in a viſion concerning 
me, that J ſhould be their pꝛieſt befze the 
L020. And he aroſe in the mozning, and 
tithed all things to the Lozdby me Then 
tame we to Hebron fo dwell there and by 
and bp Iſaac called me to expound the law 
| of the Lozd, accoꝛding as Gods Angel 
"| * habſheweditto me, and he taught me the 
law of Pzieſthood, Sacrifices, Burnt⸗ 
offerings , Firfflings, Free-will offe- 
rings, and offerings foz health. E very dap 
- | , be taught me underſtanding, and called 
upon me continually befoze the Loꝛd ſay⸗ * 
ing, Pp lon, give no care to the ſpirit of An <xbor- 
fo2nicatfon,foz he will follow ther, and de; linger 
file the holy things by thy ſed. There⸗ , niger 
«| » foze fake the a Wife in thy pouth, ſuch may be 
an one that hath not any blemich noz un · maried · 
tleanneſſe, noꝛ is of the kindzed of the 3 
»| + Allophyteso2 of theGentiles. And betoze en, 
thou enter into the holtes, wach, and like pure | 
wiſeere thon ſacritt teſt. and allo ichen thou mind to | | 
halt done, offer unts the Lozdthe fratts cxccure | 
of the twelve tres that are ever gra@n,as his offen f 
my father Abraham taught me to do: and _—_ / 
the fruits of all clean beats, and of clean 
FIR D 2 fowles 
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ſoules offer thou in ſacrifice, Likewiſe 
offer up thy firſt bozne of all things, and 
the firſt fruits ol thy Uine, and ſpzinkle 
all thy ſacrifices with ſalt, Now therefozs 
mp Sonnes, keep pee all the things that 
J command pon : foz whatſoever J have 
heard of mp fathers, that have J folde 
unto pou. J am cleare from all the wicked⸗ 
A comfort heſſe and ſin which you. ſhall commit to 
for godly the end of the wozld. Me ſhall wozks wic⸗ 
— kednes againſt the Saviour ol the wozld, 
of he J. and pe ſhall ſeduce Iſrael, ſtirring up much 
uation ebill againft him from the Logo, and 
of Iſrael. dealing wickedly with him, ſo that ſeru- 
The ſalem ſyall not continue, by reaſon of your 
Nees, nanghtineſſe, The valle of the Temple 
whole Mz. Mall be rent in ſunder, to diſcover- pour 
niſtery is foulne ſſe, and ye ſhall be ſcattered as pꝛi⸗ 
wicked. ſoners amangſt the Heathen, and bee 
| ſcozned, curſed, and trodden under-foof. 
Nevertheleſſe, the houſe which the Lozd 
hail ghoofe, ſhall be called Jeruſalem, as 
the baoke of Enoch tbe righteous confat- 
neth.Therefoze when J was twenty and 
Gen.36. eight pestes old, J tooke a wife whole 
Levi bis namę was Melcha,and ſhe concetved and 
Progeny. hate ine a ſan · called bis name Gerſhon, 
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* land: fo2 Gerſhon ſignifieth banichment. 
* | * Now Aknewof him that he ſhould not 
be of the chiefe degree. The ſecond was 
Caath, who was bozne the 3 5*. peare. 
J ſawa viſion Caſtward, how all the 
tongregatton ſtood np aloft,xtherefoze-J 
« calledhis name Caath, which ſignifieth 
the beginning of greatnefſe and learning. 
The third was Mcrari, who was bone Exed.6. 
» | in the five and ſiftteth peare of my lile: 
And becanſe his mother was hardip delf- 
vered ol him we called him Merari, Which 
is as muchas to ſay,mpy bitternes. And in 
the thioeſco2e « fourth pear of my life,was 
my daughter Jochebed bone in Egypt: 
and ſo was J honourable among mp bꝛe ; 
thzen, Alo my ſonne Gerſhon tooke him 
a wife, which bare him Lybni, 6 Schimi, 
. Thefornesof Caath were Amram, Y.th- 
var, Hebron and (1ziel : and the ſonfies 
| of Merari-'were Mahali and Muflii, In 
| » | «+ the foaroſcoge and fourteenth prare of my 
lte Awram took unto wife my daughter 
tochebed, becenſe that hee and ſhee wers 
bozne both en one dap. J wos efght peare 1% 
old when J entred into the land of Ca- made 4 
| - naan, and eighteen yeate old when J en⸗ Pricft at | 


A ” fred into the office of P3ſelthood. At cight '*: » 
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Maried at And fibenty peares J took a UW ile, and at 
28. lourty peares old J entered into Ægypt, 
and behold ye be now my child zens chil⸗ 
dꝛen in the third generation. Joſeph died 
in the hundzeth and tenth year. And now 
my Chiidzen, J warn pou, fear the Lozv 
A note for ot God with all your heart, and walk 
Parents. plainly in all things, accozding to his 
Law: Mozeover, bꝛing up pour childzen 
in learning, that they map have under- 
standing by reading the law ol God, 
Bleſſings Without ceaſing all their life long. Foz 
of the dever knoweth Gods law, ſhall be 
learned honoured; and go whereſoever he will, he 


Miniſter. ſhall be no ſtranger : alſo be ſhall have / 


moze friends than his fo:efathers had and 
many ſhall be glad ta ſerve him, and to 
heare the law at his mouth. Py ſons, 


deal rightfullp upon earth, that pou map 


finde Heaven, and ſow good things in 
pour minds, that pon may. finde them in 


- Wiſdome pour life. Foz if you ſow evil things, pe 


Jonall. - ſhall finde and reape all manner of com- 
bzante and trouble. Get pe wiſedome in 

the feare of God: foz if captivitp come, 

and Cities and Countries be deſtroped; 


gold and ſilber and all poſſeCions pertſh, | 
bat none can take awap the . > 


* 
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wiſedome, ſave only the blindneſſe of une Sin blind. 
godlineſle and ſinne. Foꝛ his wiſedome cch wiſc- 
Wall become a ſhteld to him among his dome. 
enemies, and make a ſtrange countrep to — 
be as his owne home, and cauſe him to „1g . 
find friendſhip in the midſt of his focs, 
AItl he teach and do ſach things, he ſhall ſit 
with kings, as did our bzother Joſeph. 
And truly, my Childzen, J know by the Chriſt bis 
« wiitings of Enoch, that in the end pe ſhal — and 
doe wickediy, laying your hands moſt . . 
ſpitefully upon the Lozd,and thzough pon J., ro- 
pour bzethzen ſhall. be confounded, and pheffzd. 
made a ſcoꝛning ſtock to al nations. Bows Mar. 2. 
? - beff our Father Iſrael is deare from the 
wickedneſſe of the high Pzteffs, which 
ſhall lap hands upon the Saviour of the 
Mozld. The Heaven above the carth is 
clean, and pou be the lights ol the heathen, 
as the Sun and the Poon. What ſhall 
all the heathen do if pou be over-darkned 
with wickedneCſe, and bzing curſevneſſe : 
upon pour country folke, foz whoſe ſakes Miniſters 
the light of the M 031d is put into pon, to hat the) 
inlighten all men withall-this light of the 
Wozld hall you moſt wilfullp flap, and 


K 


| teach commandements contrary: fo the 
»|» righteoaſnes of Ood. Ye ſhal purloin the / 


D 4 Logds 7 


= Eo 


— AM. aed 


The Teſtament of Levi. 


"The wic- L02ds offering, and filch away peeces ok 
dba tt. Befoze you do your lacriffces unto the 
bood and Loꝛd, pee ſhall ſteale away the choiſeſt 
_ de. things, and eate them diſvatnfally with 
bes HYarlots, teaching Commandements of 
1 Sam. 2 Covbotonfnefſſe, Yee ſhall defile married 
women, genfozce matdens in feruſalem, 
vou ſhall match pour ſelves with whozes 
and Parlots you ſhall take the Daugh⸗ 
ters ofthe Heathen unto wife purifying » 
them with unrighteous purifying, and 
pour mingling ſhall be like unto Sodome 
and Gomorrah, and pe ſhalbe ſwoln with 
wickedneſle in the Pꝛieſthood inſomuch 
that pou ſhall moſt diſdainfully and ſpite- 
fully. laugh the holy things to ſcozne. not 
onely vaunting and boaſting pour ſelves 
eben agaiift men but aid being puffed and 
706; Iwolne up with pꝛüde againft the Com- 
on. mandements of God. Foz this cauſe ſhall 
the temple which the L 02d ſhall have c<o- 
ſen. be tumdondfedly left deſolate fn un- 
cleannefſe, and pou pour ſelves become 
captives toall nattons.andbe loathed and 
abhozred among them, and tecetve end- 
feffe ſhame and conluũi on. thzough Gods 
thtfull judgement t and all that fee pon 
wall wan you. And were it not foz our 
5 kathers 
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fathers Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, there a prophe- 
ſhould not one of my ſeed be left upon cy ot 
earth. Furthermoze J know by the book Chriits 
of Enoch, that pee ſhall goe aſtray by the P*r{ecuti- 
ſpace of thzceſcoze and ten weckes, and 1 fe che. 
defile the Pꝛieſthood, ſtaine the Sacriſl⸗ ri bt por. 
tes, deſtroy the Law, deſpiſe the ſayings craicuce of 
of the Pzophets , frowardly perſecute **< ſhave. 
righteous folke. hate the godly abhazre 1 
the ſayings ol loothlaſt men and call bt * 
Hereticke that goeth about to renue the 


A aw by the power of the Higheſt: and in Chriſt and 


the end yer ſhall kill him out of hand ag bis mem- 
you think, not knowing that he ſhalt rife ****: 
againe, and fo ſhall pre receive hisanns⸗ 

cent blonde wilfully upon pour owe 

heads. Fo; his ſake ſhall yaur holy places 

be left deſolate which you ſhall have deſlt : 

led, even by utter fozfweartng and pour 
dwelling hail not be cleane,but pou ſhall 

be accurſed among the Beathen, and de⸗ 

ſpatre ſhalt vere vou t ill he viſtte. you a⸗ 

gaine andmercifully receive you thaongh 

faith and water.Andfo2zfomuch as ye habe g. 0 faith 
heard of the thzeeſtoze and ten weenes, ind the 
heare pe alſo of the Pꝛieſthood. Foz in e. hoſt 
very Jubilte ſhall be P3teſtyood, In the utiferb, 


firft Zubille the firſt annointed into the — / 


Paleſf- _, 
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p2iefthood ſhall be great, and talk to God, 0 
as to his father,. and his pꝛieſthood ſhal be 
fall of the fear of the Loꝛd, and in the dap 
of his gladneſſe he ſhall riſe up unto the 
ſalvation of the wozld. In the ſecond 
Jubilee, the anointed hall be conceived 
in the hea vineſſe of the beloved ſo2t, and 
his pꝛieſthood ſhall be honourable , and 
de ſhall be glo2zified amongſt all men. 
3 The third pꝛieſt hall be taken up in ſoz» » 
row, and the fourth ſhall be in grief, bes 
cauſe the multitude of iniquities Gall be 
laio upon him and thzonghout all 1ſrael 
every man ſhall hate bis neighboz. The 
fift Gall be held faſf in darkneſſe, and 
le wiſe the ſixt and the ſeventh. And in 
the ſeventh ſhall bee ſach aborffinatfon 
both befoze God and man, as J am not 
able to expzeſſe. Howbeit that the doers 
thereof ſhall not be known. Foz this cauſe 
wall they be in captivity and cozruption, 
i and their land and ſubſtance ſhall be de: _ 
j ſtroped: but in the fift werk they ſhall 
| return into their deſolate country, and 
renew the Lo:ds houſe. Jn the ſeventh 
werk, hall come idolatrous pzieſts, cove- 
tous warriours. unrighteous ſcribes, and | 
filthy abuſers of men, Gm > 
g. 


A —— —õ 
— — 
— not ag nm 


— — Ut 
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Fon beaſts, After that the L o2dhath ſent ven* Chriſt 
*  geance upon them in the vzteſthood, then and his 
will Godraiſe up a new Pꝛieſt, unt true mini- 
whom all the Lozds wozd ſhall be ope- = 44 4 
ned: and he ſhall execute true judgement 
| upon earth many dayes, and his ſtarre 
hall artſe in Hcaven. As a King ſhallbe 
'  thevſozth the light of knowledge in the 
open ſun ſhine of the dap. and he ſhall 
» be magnified over all the W ozld, and be 
received, and ſhine as the Dan upon the — th 
e rnrth, and dzive away all darknefe;and,\*' 1 
| there: ſhall be peace upon all the earth. In 
his dapes the beavens ſhall rejoyce, the 
" | * earth ſhalibe glad, the clouds ſhalbe mer- 
rp, the knowledge of the L od ſhall be 
powꝛed out upon the earth as the waters 
of the Seas,and the Angels of glozp that 
& = in the Lo2ds pꝛeſence ſhall rejopce in 
him. The heavens ſhall be opened, and out 
of the temple of glozp ſhill ſancification 
come upon dim with the fathers voice,as Bapuſme 
from Abraham the Father of l;aac, and — 
the glozyof the Higheſt ſhal be ſp2ead out 4. 
upon him, and the Spirit of under ſtan⸗ 
ding and ſana ill cation ſhal reſt upon him, 
| whereof he ſhall 'gibe abundantly and 
»» mightily to his chtld;en in truth foz ever- — 
| moze, 


* 
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No prieſt- 11038, and there ſhall none ſacceede him 


hood ſhall from generation to generation, wozld 


ſuceeed - \without end. In his Pztcfthoodall ſin 
Priellboad hall come to an end, andthe mnrithteous 
of Chriſt ſhall ceaſe from their naughtineſſe: but 
how bene- the righteous ſhall reſt in him, and hee 
ficiall. ſhall open the gates of Paradiſe, and ſtay 
the thzcatningſwo2d againft Adam, and 
feed the Lambes with the fruit ot like, 
and the ſpirit of holinefſe ſhall be in them. 

. ____ Hee ſhall binde up Belial, and gibe his 
Chtif our _— I — to tread bowne 
propitia- hurtfall-ſpirits, and the Lo Mall re 
tor. joyte in his childzen, and accept them as 
San, his beloved foz evermoze. Then wall 
SV Abraham; liaac and Jacob ba ad and 


wer to 


i te then ſhall J and all Saintsrejopce: Now 
rread mp. chlldzen per have heard al. There⸗ 
down fie chooſe unto pou either light og: dark: 
(p:rirs. nelle, vither the law of the 'Þo2D, oz 


foze the Lo2d actoꝛzding to his law And 
our Father ſatd, The Loꝛzd is witneſſe, 
and his Angels are witneſſes; and J am 
a witneſſe, and vou pour ſelves ars wit- 
nefſes of the woꝛds of my mouth. And 
_ on wee had anſwered, Mee will be 
/ witneſſes, 


* . 
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the wozkes of Belial ; and we anſwered 
our Father, ſaping: We will walk bes 


| 


N p 
| 


|" SSSSSESESSES 


. 


— — — —— — 


The Teſtament of Levi. 


witneſſes, Levi reſted with this charge 
given unto his childzen, 

And ftretched out his feef, and was 
put to his fathers, when hee had lived an 
hundzeth and ſeven and thirtie years and 
they laid him in a coffin, and buried him 


| + afterward in Hebron, beſides Abraham, 


liaac and Jacob. 
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The Teſtament of Jupau, made to 
his Children at his death; con- 
cerning valiantneſſe, covetoul- 
. neſs and fornication. 
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Lo hire the bleſſed Princely ſtate 
of Judah ſuffering not his mate. 
\ The Scepter, Lion, Purſe and Crown, 
<= Betoken glory and renown, 
W 


: 
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beaſts that turned upon me, as ff J had 
beer 
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T He Coppof all theſapingsof Judah, 
which he ſpake unto his Childzen at 
the time of his death: when they were 
— together befoze him, he ſaid unto 
x : 

J was mp fathers fourth ſon, (my mo ⸗ Judah his 
ther called mo Judah,ſaping: J thank the <*Þorcati- 
Lozd ton that he bath given me a fourth The , 
ſonne. J was ſwift of foot and paintull in o chil- 
mp pouth, and obeped my Father in all dren. 
things, and bleed my mother and mp 
mothers ſiſters. And when J came unto vat 
mans eſtate, my father Jacob pzated ober . 
me, ſaying: thou halt bo a King and pʒo⸗ 4h bc 
ſperous in all things. Behold, God gave pitt of 
me grace in ail mp wozks both abzoad, God. 


— 


and at home Upon a time J ſawa Bind. - 1 


and ran after her, and caught her, « madg 
good meat of her foz mp father. Alſo J 


4 _ outran the Roes.and overtook all things * 


that were in the fields, inſomuch that A 

caught a wilde Pare, and tamed her. A 

plucked a Kidde out of the mouth ot a 3 
Beare, and taking him by the paw over» ! he man- 
wem him, and rent aſunder all wilde 202d of 


bo 
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_ i 


been a dogge. J encountered with a wilde 4 
+ Boare and overrunning him tare him in 


peeces. In Hebron a baſtard & ton [capt 
5 upon a vogge and J catching him by the 
taile, flung. him awap bp and by and hee 
bzaſt aſunder; In the bozders of Gare a 


wilde bull was feeding in the fields and 


J tooke him by the hoznes, and ſwinged 
him about and finally killed him. There 
came two kings ot the Canan ites armed, 
upon our flocke and much people with 
them, and J alone running unto the 
flock ſtept to King Sur, and ſtriking up 
his legs overthzew him, and ſo ſlew him 


7 


phes, ſitting on his hoaſe, and ſo ſcattered 


9 Alltheir people J overtook king Achor 


Gtant on hoꝛſe back, ſhooting foꝛ ward 
and back ward: and thzowing a ſtone of 
thzecſcoze pound weight upon his hoſe, 
Joverthzewhim and killed him, 5 fight- 


Allo J killed another King named Tha- ' 


ing two houres with Achor, at length 7 


ctabe his ſh ield, and maimed his feet, and 
finally flew him. As J was pulling off 
his bzeſtplate. b-hold eight of his friends 
aTatied me whercuvon I filled mp hands 
with ſtones, a flinging them at them with 
a fling, flewtfonre of them, and pat = = 
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ſtature of twelve cubits. By reaſon 
whereof fear fell upon them, and they left 
their fighting againſt us. Foz this cauſe 
my father was carefull of me when A 
was in battaile with my bzethzen. Me 
ſaw in a biſion concerning me, that the 
Angel of ſtrength followed me every 
where,to the intent J Gould not be overs 
come. The ſecond handſell was a greater 
battell to us, then that which we had at 
Sichem: in ſo much that in fighting valt- 
antly with my Bꝛethꝛen, I chaſed a thou⸗ 
ſand men, and ſlew ol them two hundzeth 
perſons, and four of their kings, and ſol⸗ 
lowing after them, skaled the walls of 
their city, there flue two kings mozezand 
ſo we delivered Hebron, and led them all 
a wap as pꝛiſoners. Then the next day we 


went to a ſtrong walled, 4 unapp2ochable 


city, called Areca, which thzeatned fo kill 
us. Thertoze J and Gad went to the eaſt 
ſide of the city, and Ruben and Levi unfh 
the M eſt South fide, They that toob 
upon the wals ſuppoſing there had been 
no mo but Gad and J, did ſet fire upon us. 


E whil 


ther loure to flight. Aiſoour Father Jacob The vail. 
flew the Giant Beeliſa King of all the antneſs of 


Kings, who was mighty and huge, of the Jacob. 
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while in the meane time mp bother that 
lap in ffale, bꝛake out upon the other two 
ſides, and skaling the wall with ladders, 
entred the citie ere our enemies wilt it, £ 
ſo wee won it by the Swoꝛd, and ſet fire 
upon the Tower, and burnt it up with 
ſuch as were fled into tt. As we returned, 
the men of Thaffie lap in wait ko; our 
pzep, and took it with our childzen. But 
we followed them to T hathe « flew them, 
and burned their City, ſpotling all that 
was in it. And wh'le J was at the waters 
of Gureba, we fell upon the men of obel, 
that came againſt us in battatle, and flew 
and ſpotled both them and alſo their com- 
plices, that came to their apde from Se- 
lon, fo as we gave them no reſpite to re- 
turn again upon us. The fift dap after, 
there came men from Machir to fetch 
awap our pꝛiſoners, whom we met in 
battell, notwithſtanding that they were a 
mighty hoaſt, and ſlew them befoze they 
could get up to the place that they came 
from, And when we came to their City, 
their women tumbled down ſtones upon 
us from the top of the hill wheron their ci⸗ 
ty ſtood: but J , Simeon coaſting to the 


hack ſide of the town, got unto the higder 


places 
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places, and deffroped the whole city. The 
next day it was told us that the cities of 
two Bings came againſt us with a huge 
Moaſt. J therefoze and Dan faining our 
ſelves to be Amorrheans and Fellowes 
with them, went into their City, and ta» 
king the entrances in the dead time of 
the night. did ſet the gates wide open to 
our -bzethzen that came after us: by 
meanes whereof we deſtroped them and 
all that they had,and when we had ſacked 
the city, one did caft down the thzee wals 
thereof, Then went we fo Thamua, which 
was the refuge of all the kings foz their 
wars. Where being angry foz a hurt that 
J toke, J charged upon thoſe that od 
above me: but they thzew down ſtones 
out of lings upon me, and ſhot arrowes 
at me, and had killed me, but that my bzo⸗ 
ther Dan reskued me. Therefoze we 
came running upon them in a rage, and 
put them all to flight: and they paſſing bp 
another way, went and ſued humbly un⸗ 
to my Father, who made a Covenant 
with them, ſo as we did them not anp 
moze harme , but received them into 
league with us, e delivered them all their 
pziſoners, Then builded J Chamma, i mp 
E 2 kathe 
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father builded R ambahel. Twentp pears 
old was J when this warre was made, 
and the Canaanites were afraid of mee, 
and mp Bꝛethꝛen. had much catteil. and 
my chiele heardſman was \ ran of Odel- 
lam, in whoſe company J (aw Berſa king 
of Odellam, who made us a feaſt, ( with 
much infreatance gave me his daughter 
Bethſue to wife, which bꝛought me fozth 
Er, Onan, and Sylon,of which thzee God 
flue two Childleſſe, Foz Sylon lived, of 
whom ſome of pou be the Childzen. Pp 
Father and we made eighteene peares 
peace, with his bzother Eſau and his chil⸗ 
dzen. When the eighteene peares were 
paſt after our comming out of Meſopota- 
mia, in the fozticth peare of mp life, Elau 
our Fathers bꝛother came upon us with 
a great ſtrong Moaſt, and was lain by 
the Bow of Jacob, and conveted awap 
dead unto Mount Seir. We alſo followed 
upon the C hildzen of Eau, but his city 
was very ſfrong with high Walls, and 
gates of pꝛon and bzaſſe, ſoas we could 
not enter into it, howbeit we did that 
them up within it. and beſieged it. Row 
when they ſhewed not themſelves abzoad 
ntwentp dapes together, J put my on 
m 
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met upon mp head, and in ſight of them 
all ſet up a ladder, and skaling the wals, 
flue foure of their noble men with a ſtong 
ol tye weight of thzce talents. The next 
dap Ruben and Gad went and ſlew thzees 
ſcoze others. Then they offered peace, 
and we by our Fathers adviſe. received 
| them into tribute. And they gave us two 
handzed quarters of Cozn, five hundzeth 
j 5 bates of Olle and a thouſand and five 
hundzed meaſures of M ine, until we 
went down into Egypt. After this mp 
Son Er married T hamar of Meſopota- Er ando- 
| mia,thedaughter of Aram. NowEr wag nan ſlain 
a very wicked Imp, and doubted much Fra 
of Thamar, becauſe the was not of the benz e 
land of Canaan. Therefoze the Angel of 1awfull 
the Logd ſlue him the third night alter his marriage. 
„ marriage, when he had not pet companted 
with her, by reaſon ot his mothers ſubtle- 
tie and ſo died in his nzughtinefle, foz ſhe 
was loth that he ſhould have had any 
chtidzen by her. 
WhenUnan was marrfageable, J gave 
Thamar unto him, and he like wiſe of a 
ſpite actompanied not with her, not with 
tanding that he lived a full year with her. 
and when I thzeatned him, then he com * 
E 3 panie 
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panied with her, but pet by his mothers 

tommandement, he let his ſeed fall upon 

the ground and ſo allo he died in his wic⸗ 

kednes. minded to have given her unto 

Sy lon alſo, but my wife Bethuſe would 

not ſaffer me. Fo2 ſhe ſpited Thamar be⸗ 

cauſe ſhe was not of the daughters ol Ca- 

naan as her ſelf was. Now J knew, the 

eff-ſpzing of Canaan was miſchievous, 

Fornicai- Out pet did pouthſull fancte blind my heart. 

on a fruit And as A beheld her pouring out wine, J 

of drun- Was decetved with dzunkenneſſe,and fell 
kennefle. in love with her 

Upon a time while J was awap, ſhe 

Gen. 38. married Sylon fo a woman of Canaan : 

which her deed when J underſtood, A 

curſed her in the bitterneſs ol mp ſoul, and 

ſo ſhe died in the wickedneſſe of her ſons. 

An into- Attwo pears after theſe things,asJ went 

lerable fo ſheare mp ſheep, I hamar decking hers 


Selige leite Une a Bzide, late her down at the 


Amorites. 


the Amorites, that their bzides doſet them 
Apparel!, ſelbes fozth at the gates of their cities, by 
l the ſpace of 7. dayes together, to be abu⸗ 
"ker ſed by foznication, J therfoze being dzun⸗ 
whore. Ken with the waters of Horek, knew her 
not,bp reaſon of wine, inſomuch on — 

5 eau 


gate ofthe city. Foz it was the cuſtome of . 


, . 
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beauty together with the attire in decking 
of her ſelt decetbed me, and thereupon tur⸗ 
ning aſide unto her, J ſald, Shall J come 
in unto thee⸗ and ſhe anſwered, Mhat 
wilt thou give me 2 and J gave her mp 


tate, and my Gpꝛdle, and the Crown of charge- 
my kingdome. Upon mp companping able. 


with her, ſhe concetved : afterward J not 
knowing mp ſelf fo have been the doer 
thereof, would have put her to death foz it. 
But ſhe having kept my pledges in ſtoze, 
ſhamed me with them: and when A had 
heard my owne wozds of her in ſecret, 


which J had ſpoken to her when J lap Happy are 


with her in my d2unkenneſſe, J could not 


put her to death becanſe it was of the com do. 
L 02ds doing, but J touched her not any ing ill. 


moꝛe to mp dying day. Foz when J had 
done this abomination in 1ſ[racl, leſt ſhe 
might wozke wples with me, J ſaid J 
would fetch mp pledges again of her: but 
when J enquired fo2 her, the townſmen 
ſaid there was no bꝛide in the city, becauſe 
ſbe came from another place, and had ſit 
thero but a little while, 4 ſhe deemed that 
no man knew of mp going in unto her. 
Afterward we came into Egypt to joſeph, 
becauſe of the dearth. Six « foztp peares 

E 4 old 


«a 


— 
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old was J when we came hither,x thzee⸗ 
ſco2e « thirteen peares have J lived here, 
And now, my Sonnes, heare me pour fa- 
| | ther in all things that I charge pou withs 
|. all, and keep pon all mp ſapings in doing 
all manner of R ighteonfnef(s befoze the 
K 02D, and in obeping the Commande- 4 
ments of the Lo2d God, and walk not 
| Tr is fan- after pour own luſts, no? after concetts g 
full to any gf pour own minds, in the pzide of pour 
— hearts, neither glozy in the wozkes ol the 
bis feliciry ſtrengtb of pour youth. betauſe it is ſinful 
in the ſight of the L od. Foz in as much 
See what as J glozted in my battatles,and upbꝛato⸗ | 
iris to up- ed mpbzother Ruben with Bilbah my fa+ * 
= men tiers Wife,becauſe no face of any beautt- 
heir vice. fail woman had pet decetved me, there⸗ 
foze the ſpirit of fondneſſe and ſoznicatton 
fell upon me, ſo that J was overtaken ,|, 
both in Bethſue the Canaantte, and in 
Thamar the Wife of my own ſons, And 
I ſatd unto my father in Law, J have 
made mp father pztbie to the matter, and 
| fherefoze J will take thy daughter to mp 
\ wife. Herenpon he ſhewed me an infinite 
* 


maſſe of gold in his daughters behalf 

(foz he was a king) and decking her with 

Gold and Pearl, willed her to * * 
e 


UM! 
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wine to us at the Supper. The beauty of 

the woman, and the wine together daz led 

mine eyes, and voluptuouſnes did ſo dar⸗ 

ken mine underſtanding, that J fell in Children 
love with her, and bzake the commande- — 
ment of God and of my fathers,and took onen oe 
her to wife. a ccoꝛding to the intent of my parents 
heart, the Lo3d pated me home foz it: foz plagued 

J had no joy of the childzen that J had by Diſcom- 
her. Now thereloze my Chtldzen be not —_ | 
drunken with wine, foz wine turneth a r Blind. 
Mans underſtanding away from the ern under- 
truth. and kindleth in him the fire of luſt, ſtanding. 
leading his eyes into errour, inſomuch as 2. Servant 
wine is a ſervant to the ſpirit of lecherfe, „f lechery. 
to further the feeding of the mind with vos 
luptuouſneſſe, and ſo theſe twain be- 

reave a man of all power. Foz if a man Fruit of 
dzink wine till he be dzunken, he tratneth 1 
his minde unto the filthy thoughts of le⸗ drunken 
cherie, and kindicth the body to carnall man is 
copulation, And if deſtred occaſion ſerbe, ſhameleſs. 
ſinne is wꝛought without ſhame. Such 
a thing is wine, my ſons, loz a d2nnken 
man is aſhamed of nothing. Behold, it 
made both me and T hamar do amiſs ſo as 
A bluſhed not at the multitude in the ci⸗ 
tp,but went aſide unto her in the ſight of 


all 


Example. 
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all men, and committed a great ſinne in 
diſcovering the unclean pꝛivities of mp 

own ſons. Thꝛough dzinking of wine, I 

was not aſhamed to bzeak Gods Coms 
mandement, in taking a woman of Ca- 

_ naan fo wite. M heretoze, my ſons, be 
3:21. > thatdztnketh wine had need of diſcretion, 
wine, andthe diſcretion that every man ought 
to uſe in dzinking of wine is, that he be 

aſhamed to over-dzink himſelf. Foz tf he 

paſſe that bound, he fozgoeth his under⸗ 
ſtanding, xcleaveth to the ſpirit of errour, 
_— which canſeth the dzunken man to talk 
ken wan 5, filthiiy, and to do wickedly, and not fo be 
flchy talk, Aſhamed,but to boaſt of his lewdnes thin⸗ 
and wic- King it to be good, Ye that committeth 
ked deeds, whozedom ts bereft of his liberty, and be⸗ 
—_ commeth a bond · lave of lecherp,and can- 
bol whore- Not get out ol it agatn,after the ſame man- 
dome. ner that J was made naked. Foz J gave 
over mp ſtaffe, that is to ſap, the ſtap of 

my tribe: xmp girdle, that is, my power: 

my crown, that is, the glozy of my king 

| dome. Howbett repenting theſe things, 
| I fozbare all wine and fleſh unto mine old 
age, and was utterly unacquainted with 

\ all mirth, And the Angel of God ſhewed 
I me that women ſhould from time to — 
over⸗ 
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ober⸗maſter all men, as well Kings as 
captives, and bereave areat men of their 
glozy. Foz the poverty ot a pooz man is a 


Four not. 
ſome Spi- 


greater fence to him than is the ſtrength its follow 
ol a mighty man. T hereloꝛe, my childzen, drunken - 
keep meaſure in dzinking, foz there are neſle: 

in it foure nopſome ſpirits, that is to wit: . Concu- 


of concupiſcence, of heart-burning, of le⸗ 4 — 


chery, and of filthy gaine. Ik ye dzink burning. 
wine merrily in the fear of the L 02d with z. Lechery 
ſhamefaſtneſs, pe ſhall live: But if pe 4- Core- 
dzink without regardof ſhame and fear of *2 Ms 
God, then turneth it to dzunkenneſs, and ende gr 
diſhoneſty ſtealeth in. And if ye dzink „ — —— 
none at all. then ſhali pe not ſin, neither in commodi. 
flanderous woꝛds, noꝛ in quarrelling, nog *y it bach. 
in railing, no2 in bꝛeach of Gods Com⸗ 4 = ſlan. 
mandements, neither ſhall ye periſh be⸗ Ic u. 
foze pour time. Foz W ine diſcloſeth the oP 
ſecrets of God and man unto ſtrangers, not, nor 
like as J bewzated the ſecrets of God and raileth. 

of mp Father Jacob to Bethiue the Ca- 5 — 4 
naanite, which God hath fo2bidden to be . com. 
diſcloſed, Alſo wine is a cauſe of warte ande- 
and ſeditton. Bozeover, J charge pou, ments. 
mp ſons, that pon love not money, ne look 4- It peri- 
upon the beauty of women, foz money — * 
and womanly beauty made me to over- / 


ſhoot time. 


\. 
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ſhoot mp ſelfe in B-rhine the Canaanite. 

And à̃ am ſure that theſe two things ſhall 

coꝛrupt mine off ſpꝛing and mar the wiſe 

Obedi- men ol my linage, and hurt the kingdome 

ence to pa- of Judah, which God hath given me foz 

rents how gheping my Father, foz J never repined 

Proſtable. at my father ſacobs Commandements, 

but did whatfoev:r he willed me. And 

Abraham the Father of my fathers blefſed 

me to fight foz rael, and ſo did Iſaac bleſſe 

me like wiſe: and J know that the king- 

dome ſhall ſtand by me, but J have read 

in the books of Enoch the righteous, that 

pe ſhall wozk wickedneſſe in the latter 
The dic. apes, Therefoze,mp Childzen,keep pour 
commodi- ſelves from lecherte and covetouſneſſe, 
ties of co- And gibe care unto pour father ſudah, fog 
verouſnes. thoſe things withdzaw men from Gods 
law, and bind the underſtanding of their 

y 4 of minds. and teach them * pꝛide, neither 
oled les. ſuſfer they any man to ſhew mercy b to 
D ſqui s his neighbour; they berea ve his ſoul c of 
the ſoul. All good things and hold it down in pains 

Cõſu nes and ſoꝛrowes, alſo they diſa ppoint him ol 
pang hta reſt and ſleeps! and conſume his fleſh, 
tem. Finally. e they hinder Gods ſacrifices, 
Gods holy neglea his bleſſings , diſobep the lpca- 

Word. King ok the Pzophets, and are n 
a 


v 
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at the wozd of godlineſſe : foz theſe two 
paſſions ere confrarp to the commande- 
ments of God. He that ſerveth them can⸗ | 
not obey God, becauſe they dazell mens The cove- | 
minds, and walk ab2oad as well anights deus ang 
as of dayes. Py Thiidzen, cabetouſneſſe [*><rows 
« | leadethmen to Jdolatry. Foz thzough far God. 
voting upon monep, hecalleth them gods Idola ry 
which are not, and compelleth the tnfeced che fruit 
'- | party to grow moſt vilely out of kinde. of <ov<- | 
Foz montes ſake J loft mp childzen, and ul efle. 
had not the penance of the fleſh, and the 
bumbling of my ſoul:and had not the pꝛai⸗ 
ers ol my Father Jacob been, J had died 
as nom without Childzen. But the God 
ol my fathers being merciful, and full of 
pitie and compaſſion. knew that J ſinned 
thꝛough ignozance, Foz the p2ince of er⸗ 
rour had blinded me, and J overſhot my 
ſel as a fleſhly man, and being cozravted 
with ſinne, knew not mine own infirmt- 
tie, but thought mp ſclf to be invincible, 
Know ye therefoze, my Sonnes, that Two Spi- 
two ſpirits doe wait upon a man: that rics walt 
is to wit, the Spirit of truth, and the upon 2 
ſpirit of errour and in the middeſt be⸗ * 
tween them is ſet the Spirit ol under 


ſtanding ol the minds, whole pzopertie — 
0 


\ 
* 


< 
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fo incline which way it liſteth: the things 
that belong both to truth and untruth, are 
w2itten in the bzcaſt of man, and God 
knoweth every whit of it, and none ol all 
mens wozks can be hidden at any time 
from him / becauſe all the pꝛivities and 
In reſpec ſetrets of mens hearts are witten befoze 


— 9 ea the L ozd, and the ſptrit of truth beareth 


things are Witneſſe of all things and accuſeth all, and 
better he that ſinneth hath a burning in his hart, 


then and cannot lift up bis face to his Judge, 
— And now, mp childzen love pe Levi, that 
ternal] pe may abide, and exalt not your ſelves 
rule and above him left pe pertſh. The Lozd hath 
__ ntvenunto me the Kingdome , and unto 
Es j bim the Pzieſthood, and hath put the 
— ile Kingdome under the Pzteſthood. Unto 
Pope can Levi ts given the Pzteſthood, and unto 
challenge Judah the Kingdome, and God hath put 
no earthly the kingdome under the P2ztcſthood, Un⸗ 

to me he hath given the things that are 
power and Upon the Earth , and unto » him the 
rule, but things that are in heaven. As farre as the 
in the ex- Yeaven ſurmounteth the earth, ſo farre 
cellency dothe the P3teſthood ſurmount the kings 
- = - dom that is upon the earth. oz the Lozd 
brei hath choſen him above me to appꝛoch un · 


taining to 


God. to him, and to eat ol his table, and to take 


the 


5 


. 
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among themſelves, t there Call becontt- 2 
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the fir ſtlings of the childꝛen of Iſrael, and 
thou ſhalt be as a Sea to him, Foz like 
as in the Sea both the righteous and un⸗ 
righteous are in danger, and the one ſozt 
are caught Pziſoners, and the other ſozt 
are inriched: even ſo ſhall all kinde of 
men be hazarded in thee, ſome ſinking in 
miſerp, and other ſome floting in pzoſpert- 
ty. Foz in thee ſhall raign great whales, e, 
which ſhall ſwallow up men as fiſhes, & wicked 
and bzing free mens ſons and daughters men de- 
into bondage. They ſhall take away ſcribed, 
Pens Youſes, Lands, Cattell and mo⸗ —— 
nep by fozce, and wzongfully they ſball ß 


$ 


feed ravens and other greedy fowls with 


many folks fleth, and they ſhall pꝛoſper 

and flouriſh ta naughtineſle, and be cxal- 

ted though cobetouſneſſe, and there ſhall 

be falſe P2ophets like flozmes , which 

ſhall perſecute all riahteous men. But the Mytyall 
L 02d ſhall ſet them together by the cares — is 
plague 
nuall warres in 1irael, and my kingdome —_ ty 
ſhall be knit up in ſtrangers, till the ſavi⸗ 

our of lſrael come, even till the comming Chriſt 
of the God of righteoaſneſſe, that Jacob 4 prophe- 
all nations map reſt in peace,and he ſhall bed. 
maintain my kingdom in peace foz ever. 


IX The Tcſtament of Judah. 
= 4 Foz — 8 — 1 
* Now kingdome me my leed. ne- 
6 450g ber fatle woꝛld without end. But J am 
” Afeck after yerplozrp,mp Childzen,foz the filthineſs 
witches and trecherp, and idolatry which ye ſhall 
for loſt wank againſt the Kingdome, by follows 
fe miſe. ing Witches and Conjurers, by vowing 
ty of jeru- pour Daughters to deceitfull deviis, by 
ſalew. making them inchanters, charmers, and 
« Famine. Strumpets, and by intermedling your „ 
Mc, feldes with the abominattons of the hea- 
e Death & then, foz the which thing the Lo2d ſhall 
Sword bing upon pon * famine,and bpeſtilence, 
* Beſiege» death and c ſwozd , wꝛathlull d beſiege⸗ 
2 ment, and de vouring dogs, repꝛoach or 
cing dogs. ſtends and foes, loſſeand « pain ol eyes, 
f Daily re- laughter | of your chtldzen,raviſhings i of 
proach. * Wives, ſpoil of pour goods, the burning 
8 Loſe & k of pour Temple, the deſolation ! ol pour 
Raine of country, and the = captivity ofpour ſelves 
$514k. among all nations, which ſhall geld ſome 
ter of chile of you, to make Eunuchs foz their wives, .. 
dren. but i pe return to the Lozd with hearty 
* Raviſh- repentance and humility, and walk in 
Wi all the Commandementsof God: He 
© + Broke Will viſite you with mercy, and lovings 
\ at the ple. Deſolotion of the country. ® Captivity. 
«  Arcmedy fer theſe. Firſt, Repentance, Obedience. a 
oo? p 


. 


— p er — 
5 P I 


* — NPIS 


The Teſtament of Judah: 


Y Tp deliver pon from the bondage of your 
4 enemies. After this ſhall riſe among pou 
a Sfarre out of Jacob, and a man ſhall 
ſpzing ont of mp ſeed. which ſhall walk 
as the iDay-ſun of righteouſnefle among 
the childzen of men, in peace and meek- 
<f > nefſe,andrighteonſneſs,and no ſinne hall 
be found in him. The heavens ſhall open 
upon him, to poure out the Spirit of bleſ- 
5 ſedneſſe upon him from the Father, and 
be ſhall ſhed out the ſpirit of grace upon 
vou, and pou ſhall be his childzen in truth. 
walking in his firſt and laſt commande⸗ 
ments. This is the ott⸗ſpꝛing of the moſf 
bigb God, and the wel lpzing of life to 
all fleſh. Then (hall the Scepter ol my 
Ning dome ſhine bztght, and out of pour 
root ſhall ſpzing the veMell of planting, in 
whom ſhall grow up the Rod of righte- 
oulneſſe unto the Gentiles, to judge and 4 
lava all ſuch as call upon him. Akter this Tb woll 5 
ſhall Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob riſe up jeaventy | 
again to life, and J and the Pzfnces mp benefit of 
bzethzen, ſhall be your Scepter in Iſrael : Chriſt his 
Levi firſt, J next, ]oſeph the third, Benja- ſccond 
min the fourth, Simeon the fift , IIſa- coming, 
char the ſtxt, and ſo all the reſt. And 
the Loꝛd hath bleſſed = Levi ſhall be 
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the Pellenger of mp Pꝛeſence, Simeon 
the rof my glozp, Ruben Heaben, 
Idachar the earth, Zebulun the Sea, Jo- 
ſeph the Pountains, Benjamin the Tay 
bernacle, Dan the lights, Naphtali the 
BY Dainties, Gad the Dap-ſunne,and Aſher 
» Alncet an Olive tre, And there ſhall be one peo- A 
\ fo. ple of the Lozd,andone tongue, and there 
gody hall be no moꝛe the falſe ſpirit of Belial, 
Chriſtian, becanſe he ſhall be caſt into endielle fire. „ 
Matth. 3. Thep that are buried in ſoꝛrow, ſhall riſe 
Note. in jop: and they that were pooze foz the 
Toꝛds ſake, ſhall be made rich. They 
that ſuffered penury, ſhall have plentte : 
| and they that were weak, ſhall be made A 
The bleg. ſtrong: they that died foz the Lozds ſake, | 
ſed etare hall wake ap unto life, and runne in Ja- ö 
of the cob: pea they ſhall run skipping and lea⸗ 
elect after ping, and they ſhall flie as Eagles foz joy, | 
death. But the ungodly ſhall be ſo:rowtull, and IL 
the ſinners ſhall mourn, and all people 
ſhall glozific the L 03d foz ever, There- , 
foze, my chfldzen, keep all the Law of the 
L 02d, fo2 there is hope foz all ſuch as | 
3 walke aright. A hundzed and nineteene | 
By \ peares old doe J dic in pour ſight. Wet 
E none of you bury me in coſtly clothes, 
Ro rip mp belly, fo; 6 51 
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| Y - buf carry mo back into Hebron with pou, 
UW th theſe wozds Judah died: and his 
Childzen doing in all things as he com 
manded them, buried him with his Fa- 
thers in Hebron. 
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The Teſtament of Is s ac nu ax,made 
to his, Children at his death, 


concerning a fingle heart. 
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Learn here a ſimple life, 
Not void of pain, but ſtrife : 
The Sythe, the Spade, the Aſſe, 3 


Set forth what man he was. 
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1 The Teſtament of Iſſachar. 


Ho Copie of Iſſachar's wozds. Me The ex- 
calling his Childzen about him, ſafd hortation. 
unto them, Ve child zen of Iiiachar, heare 
pour Father, and hearken to the wozds 
ol the beloved of the LOR, J am 
Jacobs fift ſon in the reward of mand;ake. 
| Foz Ruben bzought mandzakes out ofthe * 
field, Rachel meeting him, took them of 
him. Thereat Ruben wept, 4 at his noiſe 
my mother Leah came out. Now the man · 
dzakes were ſweet ſented apples, which 
the Land of Aram bzingeth fozth in high 
countries, by the water vallies. And Ra- 
chel ſatd, J wil not give thee thcfe apples. 
becauſe they ſhall help me to childꝛẽ. Now 
there were two of theſe ap les: and Leah 
ſald, Doth it not ſufftce thee,that thou haſt 
gotten away the husband ol my virgtnity, 
but that thou wilt have this alſo⸗ She an- 
ſlwered, Let Jacob lie with thee fo night, 
fo2 thy ſons Pandzagozas.Leah ſaid unto 
her Doe not boat noz bꝛagge: foz Jacob 
is mine, and J am the wife of his pouth, 
And Rachel anſwered, How ſo? was he j 
# notfirffhandfaſted unto me, and ſerved he 
7 not our Father fourteen peares foz me 2 / 
F 3 What 
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M hat ſhall J doe to thee? Foz many ate 
the wiles and policies of men, and guile 
goes fozward upon earth. It it had ben 
otherwiſe, thou ſhouldeſt not have ſeene 
Jacob in the face at this dap. Foz thou art 
not his wife, but wert gnilefullp put to 
him in my ſtead, Pp father deceived me, 
and ton beying mu away that night, ſul⸗ 
lered me not to ſee him. Foz had J ben 


there, this had not tome io paſſe. Where- 


foze take the one Mandzake, and in lieu 
of the other, J grant thee him foz one 
night: and Jacob knew Leah, who concet- 
bing bare me, and called mp name Iſſa- 
char,becanſe of the hire. Then an Angel 
of the Loꝛd appeared unto jacob, and ſaid 
that Rachel ſhonldbeare but two ſonnes, 
becauſe ſhe had fozſaken the company of 
her husband, and choſen continency : and 


it my mother Leah had not given the two 


Apples foz his company, ſhe ſhould have 


bozn eight childzen, whereas by reaſon ot 


that ſhe bare but ſix, Rachel two,and be- 
cauſe God viſited her in the mand2akes, 

Foz he knew that ſhe greatly deſired fo 
company with Jacob foz iſſues ſake, and 

not fo2 luſt of pleaſure: foz ſhe laped up 

the Pandzake , and delivered 1 
i aco 
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ſpiteſull to mp neighbour , J rafted not ofa vertu- 


rejopte of mp ſimplicity. Foz whatſoe- 
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Jacob the next dap, and therefoze God 

beard Rachel in the Pandzakes, becauſe 

that although the had a minde unto them, 

pet the ate them not, but offered them to 

the P2teff ofthe moſt High, which was 

in thoſe dapes, and laid them up in the 

Loz3ds Houſe. Thereſoze, my Childzen, — godly 
when J tame unto mans ſtate, J walked — If 
withan upzight heart, and became Bays 1 1 
liffe of Husbandꝛy unto my fathers, and true dca- 
bzonght them the fruits of their Lands 1i-g 

in their due ſeaſons, and my father blef: An cxam- || 
fed mee, when he ſaw how 3 watked <0: 3 
plainly and ſimply. I was no buſts body den. 
in mp doings, J was not hurtfull noz A Pattern 


upon any man, neither diſpzaiſed F the 0us life. 
life of any. that walked in ſinglencfe: of 
minde. By reaſon hereof, when J was 
thirty yeares old J tooke a wife, becauſe 
laboz had conſumed my ſtrength. Þ never 
knew the pleaſures of a woman thꝛough 
wantormeſſe, but my labour made me to 
ſleep ſoundly, and my father did alwapes 


ver pains A took, firſt of all Jofferedall 
the firf fruits and the firſt ingendzed cat» 
tell unto the 1 oꝛd by the Pʒteſt, and then 
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gave mp Father the reit, and the Lo2v 
doubled his benefits in my hands, Pea, 
and Jacob himſelf perceived well that 
God wzought with mp plain dealing. 
Foz unto every pooze man, and to every 
man in adverſity, gave J of the fruits of 
the earth with a ſingle heart. And now 
my childzen hearken and walk fn ſingle» 
neſſe of minde,fo2 J know that the Lo2d 
is very well pleaſed with it. The ſingle⸗ 
hearted man coveteth not gold. under⸗ 
mineth not his neighbour, luſteth not 
after diverſity of meats, deſireth not ſhift 
ofapparell, noz behighteth himſelf long 
time, but onely hath an eye to Gods will, 
and the ſpirits of errour can doe nothing 
againſt him, Foz he cannot skill fo enters 
tain a fair woman, leſt hee ſhould deftle 
his own minde: w2ath obermaſtereth 
not his wit, en vie melteth not his ſoul, 
neither doth his minde runne cobetoully 
upon gain. Foz he leadeth an upꝛight life, 
and beholdeth all things with a ſingle 
eye, excluding all hurtfulneſſe of woꝛldly 
errour, leſt he ſhould overſee any of the 
Commandements of God, LTheretozge, 
mp Childzen, keep Gods L aw, and hold 
faft plainne ſſe: walk on in innocencp, 


and 
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and be not too ſnquiſitfve into Gods Learn you 
ſetrets, oz of your neighbours doings, but children 
love God and pour neighbour: pity the *f ebe 
pooze and weake, bow down pour backe earthy, 
to Busbandzp, and labour in tilling of 

the Earth in all manner of Pysbandzp, 
offering pzeſents to the Lo2d with 
thankſgiving, who bleCed the earth with 
encreaſe, and a new ſp2ing of fruits, as 

be blefſed ail holy men from Abel to this 
dap:fo2 there is none other poztion given 

thee, than of the fatnefle of the Earth, 
Whoſe fruits come by paines taking: fo2 

our Father jacob bleſſed me with the 
benefits of the Earth, and the firfflings 

of fruits. Levi and |udah are glozified of 

the Loꝛd among the Chilvzen of ſacob. 

Foz God hath planted himſelf in them, 
giving to the one the Pzieſthood, and to 

the other the Uingdome. Therefoze obey Obedi- 
ye them, and walk plainly as our Fa- — 
ther Jacob did. Foz unto Gad it ts given dealing 
to deffrop the temptations of lirael. My o en- 
Childꝛen, J know that in the laſt dayes ded. 
pour Childzen ſhall foꝛſake plainneſs,and 
cleave to covetouſneſſe, let goe fnnocen- 
cie, and follow lewdneſſe, leave Gods 

C ommanvements, and ſtick unto Be- 
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A Plague lial, give over husbandzie, and gad after 

for diſo- wicked devices, and therefoze ſhall they 

bedience. he ſcattered amongſt the heathen, and be⸗ 
come bondſlaves to their enemies. 

M hereloze warn pour childzen ok it, 
that il they ſinne, they may return quickly 
to the Lozd, fog he is mercitull, and will 
deliver them, and bzing them home again 
into their own Wand. J am now an 
hund zethand two and twenty peares old, 

. _ - md J know not anp deadly ünne upon 
The aue me. J have not known any woman but 
Ich... mp wife, neither have J committed 
A godly Whozedome in the luſt of mine eyes. J 
pattern to have not dzunk wine unto dzunkennefle, 
follow. neither have J coveted any pleaſant 

things of mp neighbours, There hath 

been no guile in my heart, neither hath 

Hearken there anp lying gone ont of mp lips. J 
you Land: have been ſozry with every man that was 
F — in heavines,x given my bzead to the poo. 
* wealt or I babe not caten my meat alone, noz 
the ex Femoved the bounds and buttels of lands. 

J have bien pitiful all the dates of mp life, 

and dealt truly in all caſes. J have loved 

the Loꝛd with all my ſtrength. and all men 

as mine own childꝛen. Py ſons, it you allo 

do the like, all the ſpirits of Belial * fits 
"Wes rom 
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The Teſtament of Iſſachar. 


from yon, and nothing that miſchievous 
men can do againſt yon, ſhall have power 
ober pou. Pon ſhall bzing all wilde 
Beaſts in ſubjection to pou , becauſe pe 
habe the Loznof Heaven with pou, if ye. 
walk with him in ſingleneſſe of heart. 
And he willed them to carry his body in⸗ 
to Hebron, and to bury him there in the 
cabe with his fathers, Thus he ffretched: 
out his lt, and died in a good age, having 
all his limmes ffrong and ſound, and flept 
tho ſleep of all the woꝛld. 
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The Teſtament of ZI ur ux, made 


| to his Children at his death, 
| concerning Compaſſion and 
Mercie. 
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When ſhip did ſail, dae gave him wit, Vo 
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to have killed him, and Joſep": falling up- ſeph. 
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The Teſtament of Zebulun. | 


Ahe charge that Zebulun gave to his 

1 Chlldzen, in the hundzed and fonx- His ex- 
teenth pear of his lite, two « thirty yeares _— 
alter the deteale of Joſeph. And he ſald ,,. given. 
unto them. Heare pe me, ve ſons of Zebu- Gen. zo. 
lun, a good gift to mp Father  Pother. 
Foz when J was begotten, mp Father 
was greatlyencreaſed in ſheep and cattell, 
by reaſon of the good luck that he had 
thzough the ſtraked rods. J wiſt not 
my Childzen, J wiſt not that J ſinned 
in thoſe dayes. Foz J conſi dered not that 
J dealt wickedip thzough ignozance in 
Joſephs caſe: and mozeover concealed it 
with mp bꝛothers from our Father, hows 
beit that J wept much koz eit in ſecret: 
foz J was ſo2e afratd of my Bzothers, 
becauſe they had all conſptred together 
to kill him with the lwozd that ſhould 
bew2ay that ſecret, Nevertheleſſe when 
they would have killed him, J beſonght The love 
them moſt earneſtly with teares, that of Zebu- 
they would not doe fuch wickedneſſe, lun to- 
Foz Simeon and Gad came apon joſeph ward Jo- 


on his knees, ſaid unto them, Have tis 
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| 


* 


tween bre · hands upon me, foz our Father Jacobs * £ 
thren is as ſake, Upon bis ſaping of theſe wozps, 
ut Precious I being moved with compaſſion came 
OI and wept, and my heart melted within - / | 
| me, and all the ſubſtance of my bowels 
| were looſned upon mp ſonle. Alſo Jo- 
Mutuall ſeph wept,and J with him, and my heart 
bre an frembled, and the joynts ol my body qua- 
| ſafery ked, and J was not able to ſtand. And 
wen he law me weping with him, and 
: them coming towards him to kill him, 
| be fled behind me, and beſought them fo 
| fake pitie of him. Then Ruben ſtepping - / | + 
in, ſald: Pybzethzen, let us not kill htm, 
but let us caſt him into the dzp pit, that 
our Fathers digged, and found no water 
in it. G O ID faffered not any water 
to ſp2ing up in it, becauſe it ſhould be 
a ſafeguard foz Joſeph. And ſo God did, 
till they ſold him to the Iſhmaelites. Thus 
gave J no conſent to the ſinne againſt 
Joſeph : bat Simeon,Gad, and the _ of þ 
4 0 } 


4 6 | 
: 2 . A 


—— — — —— — — — K 


The Teſtament of Zebulun. LY 


- |, of mp bzothers taking money foz Joſeph, A fgure of 
+ + bought ſhoos with it, foz themſelves, their che trea- 
wives, and their childzen, ſaying, Let us chery _ 
not eat it, becauſe tt is the pzice of our gef Ju- 
bzothers bloud; but let us tread and tram⸗ Jas, read 
ple it under our feet, becauſe he ſaid, Be Match. 2. 
„ ſhould raigne over us, and wee ſhall ſee 
what his dzeams will come unto, There⸗ 
loze in the Scepter of Enochs Law, it 
„ is wzitten of him that would not ratſe up 
ſeed to bis bzother, | have looſed Joſephs 
Shoo. Foz then we came ont of Egypt 
the poung men unbuckled Joſephs ſhoos 
at the Gate, and ſo we wozſhipped Jo- 
„ ſeph, as it᷑ it had been Pharaoh: and not 
onelp wo2ſhipped him, but alſo kneeled 
down bekoze him with bluſhing, and ſo 
were we put to ſhame befoze the Egypti- 
ans, foz afterward the Egyptians heard 
ol all the ill that we had offered and done 
to ſoſeph. After the laying of him in the 
pait, mp bzothers ſet meat upon the Ta⸗ 
ble to eat. But J mourning foz Joſeph 
did taſt no meat by the ſpace of two dapes 
and two nights together, neither would Judah 
Judah eat with them, but had an exe unto ©2</u"l 
| the pit, becauſe hee feared leſt Simeon Brother. 


* and Gad ſhould ſtep there and kill bim: # 
N . . 
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M hen they ſaw that J ate nothing, they 

ſet me to keep him till he was ſold. Me 

was in the Pit thzee dapes and thzee 

nights, without repaſt, ere he was ſold. 

Ruben lis Ruben hearing that he was ſold in his 
love to- Abſence, rent his garments, and wept, 

ward Jo- ſaying, How {hall J look mp Father Ja- 

ſeph. cob in the face - And there withall taking 

money. he ran after the merchantmen: 


but he could not finde them; foz they had 


lekt the Kings high way, and were gone 
away apace by by-Lanes, and Ruben 
ate no meat that day. Dan therefoze 


'F 


comming unto htm, ſaid, TU eep not, nei ⸗ 


ther be ſad foz the Boy: foz J wot what 
Mark the we map ſay unto our Father Jacob.We 
wicked will kill a to, and ſtatn Joſephs coat 


police 9 with the blond of it, and ſay unto bim, See 


odly. 
N they intended to ſell Joſeph, they ſtripped 
him out of our fathers coat, and put upon 


E this be thy Dons coat oꝛ no, Foz when _ 


him an old coat of a bond-ſervanf, Si- . 


meon had gotten his coat, and would not 
deliver it us, but was minded to have cut 
if in pieces with his ſu : and he was 
angry that he was pet alive, and that he 
had not ſlain him. Then all mp bzethꝛen 
riſing up together, ſatd unto him: Why 

_ ſboulde it 
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The Teſtament of Zebulun. | 


ſhouldeſt thou not give it us, ſeeing that 

thou onely art the wozker of this miſchief 

in lirae] ? Pereupon he gave it them, and 

they did as Dan had counſellcd, And now 

mp childzen. J warn pou keep the Lozds — 
Commandements, be merciful to pour n bor 
nefghbours, and have in ward compaſſ- compadi- 
on towards all, not onelp men but alſo on is to be 
beaſts. oz in that reſpec the I 03d bleſſed ſhewed as 
me, inſomuch that when all mp bzothers n 
were ſick, J eſcaped without ſicknes, Foz 2 ® 
God knoweth every mans intent. Ther- 
loze, my cbildꝛen have compaſſion in pour Th. an- 
bowels, becauſe that as any man dealeth mercifull 
with his neighboz, fo will God deal with puniſhed, 
bim. F02 the childꝛen of my bzothers fell boch they 
ſick alſo and dyed foz Jolephs ſake, be⸗ — 4 their 
cauſe their fathers pitied him not, but mm 
childꝛen were pꝛeſer ved without ſickneſs 

as pou know. And while J was upon the 

Sea coaſt of Canaan, J fell to fiſhing foz Fithers 
mp father Jacob : and whereas boars firſt 
others were dzowned in the Sea, J abode invented 
unhurt. J was e firlf that made a fiſher- py _ 
boat to float o««-the ſea, foz God gave me Cd gave 
under ſtanding and wiſedome therein, ſo the wiſe- 
that J did ſet up a maT in the boat, and dome. 
faſtned a ſatle to the ny of the Sem 
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The Teſtament of Zebulun. 


and coafting along the ſhoꝛe init, J fiſhed 

foz mp fathers bouſhold. till we came into 

The ſingu- Egypt: and fo pity ſake J gave of my 
lar com- fiſhing to every ſtranger that J met with: 
1 ik there were anp kozreiner bozn, oz any 
ſick bodp, oz any aged perſon, 3 boiled 

my filh and dzefſed it well, accoꝛding to 

everp mans need, and carried it to them, 
comfozting them, and having compaſſion 

with them. And therefoze God made mo 

Note tocatch much fiſh in the fea. Fo2 he that 
gibeth his neighbour, receiveth the things 
multiplyed of the Loz2d. Five peares did 

Zebulun J fiſh, giving to every man that J ſaw, x 
his mercy ſerving all my fathers houſe ſuffictently : 
in giving in harveſt time J fiſhed, and in winter 
feod. time I fed ſheep with my bꝛothers. Now 
A merci- will J tell you what J did, 3 ſaw a miſera⸗ 
full deed ble man in the deep of winter, and having 
to cloath compalſion upon him, J ſtole a garment 
the naked, ꝑſpily out of mp houſe, and gave it the 


naked man. Nou therefoze.mp childzen, 


take pity invifferently of all men, ⁊ ſhe w 
mercy with the things which the Lozd 
giveth pou, and deale themabzoad to all 
men with a good heart. And if ye have not 


wherewſth to ſuccour the needy out of | 


* hand: yet have coinpaſſion-on him with 
Ro inward 
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inward mercp. I know that mp hand f62- Inward 

lowed not to atbe to him that wanted,and compaſſion 

to ſgend the time with him inſomuch that audit 

J have we lked above ſeven furlongs with N ſer- 

ſuch an one weeping and mp heart perncd A rare = 

upon him ſoz compaſſten. You therefoze, ample of a 

my childzen,have earneſt æ inward mercy wercitull 

towards all that are in milery, that God _ 

having pity upon pou may be mercifullto — . "3 . 

pou likewiſe, Foz in the laſt dates God ,\crc;cuul 

will ſend his mercy upon the earth, and hearts. 

whcreſocver he ffndeth inward and heart 

mercp, there will he dwell, Foz look how 

much mercy man theweth to bis neigh⸗ 

bog, ſo much will God thew to him again. 

Now when we came down into Egypt, Joſeph re- 

ſoleph minded not our evil dealing with ward: th 

him, but when he ſaw me it made his heart _” _—_ 

pern : whom look pe upon, mp childzen, 

and learn to fo2act the harm that is done 

fo you. Love ye one another, do not one 

ol pou think upon anothers ili dealing: 

foꝛ that bʒeaketh unity, and diſpleaſeth all 

kinred, and troubleth the minde. Foz he 

that is mindlull of harm paſt hath not the He that is 

bo wels of mercy. Park the water, and mindful of 

ſee how it waſheth away the ſand, when mne 

the ſtones and timber are removed alun⸗ £41 
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Apt fimi- Der. And il a bzook be dzawn into many 
” 'litudes, ftreames; the earth ſucketh it up, and it 
cometh to nothing: and ſo ſhall pon, it 

pou be divided among pour ſelves, Ther⸗ 

An exhor- [926 divide not your felves into 2. heads: 
ration to f02 all things that G od hath created have 
concord. but one head apiece. Me hath given a 
man two ſhoulders, two hands, and two 

feet: but pet do all the members obey one 

head. 3 know by the wꝛitings ol my fa- 

thers, that in the laſt dates pe ſhall depart 

The end from the Loꝛd, and be divided in Irael, 
of diſcord following two Rings, wozking all abo⸗ 
is miſerie. mination, and woꝛ ſhipping all manner of 
fools, and pour enemies ſhall take pou 
pꝛiſoners, and pou ſhall fit among the hea⸗ 

then in all miſery, tribulation and ſozrow 

of mind: and after ward pon ſhall remem⸗ 

ber the Lozdand repent, and he ſhall turn 

you again: fo2 he is merciłull and fall of 
compaſſton, and thinketh not upon the 
lebdneſſe of the childzen ol men, becauſe 

they be fleſh, and the ſpirits of errour be: 

gulle them in all their doings. After this 

ſhall God himſelf raiſe up unto pon the 

light of righteouſneCe: and wholeſomneſs 

2D Emercp are in his puniſhments. Me ſhall 
rkedeeme all men from the bondage of Be- 
1 £ : lial, 
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lial, and all the ſpirits of errour ſhall be 
trodden down, and he ſhal turn all nations 
to the following of him, and pe ſhall ſeg 
God in the ſhape of man; foz God hath 
choſen eruſalem, and God is his Name: 
neverthelelſe, by the wickedneite of your 
wozds, pou ſhall pzovoke him to wzath, 
and ye ſhall be caſt off, till the time of full 
finiſhing. And now, my child2en; be not 
ſad foz my death, neither be pe out of heart 
becauſe J leave you. Foz J ſhall riſe up 
again among you, as a Captain in the 
middeſt of my Tribe, among as man as 
ha ve kept the Law ol the Lo2d, and the 
commandements of their father Zebulun. 
But as foz the wicked, God ſhall bztng 
everiaſting fire upon them, and deſtroy The fare 
them foz eber. A return to my reff,as my „l . 
fathers have done now fear pon the L 02d he latter 
pour God, with all pour ſtrength all the day. 
dayes of your lile. As he had ſpoken theſe 

woꝛds he fell alleep, to his ſingular bene 

fit; and his ſons laid him in a coffin, and 
carrying him back again unto Hebron, 


barted him there with his fathers. 
G 3 The 
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He Copy of Dan his wo2zds, which 

he ſpake unto them tn his laſt dayes: 
in the hundꝛed five and twentieth peare 
of his like, he called his tribe unto him, 
and ſatd : 

Pe Childzen of Dan, heare my ſap- 

ingo, and give heed fo the wozds of 
your Fathers mouth. J liked in mine H at ang 
heart, and ſhewed in my whole life the outu ard 
thing that is good: foz truth jopned with profeſlion 
right dealing plealeth God well. J have mult be 
bated hurtfull things, as lying and ans 2 
ger; becauſe they teach a man all manner anger 
of naughtine le. A conkeſſe unto pou my (choo!- 
Childzen this dap, that J was glad in maſters of 
mp heart at the death of oleph, that true evil life. 
and good man, and rejoyced at the ſelling — dy 
of him, becauſe our Father loved him hifele 0 
moze then us, Foz the ſpirit ofſpitcful- good as 
neſs and pzide ſaid unto me: Thou art his ocher. 
ſon to, as well as he. And one of the ſpirits P<br< of 
of Belial wzought with me,ſaping: Take 7" "05*- 
this ſwozd and flay oſeph with it, and {. 5 
when he is dead thy fath2r Wall love thee, murtber. 
This was that ſpirit ofſpitefulneſs which ; 


counſelled me to devoure J oleph, as the 
Leopard 
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Maa pur- Leopard devoured a Kid, But the God 
poſeth,bur of our Father ]acob did not put him into 
God diſ. my hands, no2 ſuffer me to finds him 
poſetb. gjone,thatJ might diſpatch two Scepters 
in Iſrael by committing that wickedneſs, 

And now, my childzen, J fell you of a 

truth, that unlefſe pou keep pour ſelves 

from this ſpirtt of lying « wzath, and love 

Awrath- truth and long:[afferance, pe ſhall periſh. 
full man UWrath is blind, my childzen, $no wzath⸗ 
lively de- full man looketh truth in the face, becauſe 
aden. that although they were a his father and 
ccunteth mother, pet doth he held them all his ene⸗ 
his Parents mies. Though he be his bꝛother, pet v he 
as enemies. Khoweth him not:though he be the Loꝛds 
ne e Pꝛophet, pet obeyeth he him not: thougb 
— 4 he be a d righteous man, pet hee regard- 
brother. eth him not, and though he be his 
cHe obey» © frtend, pet he conſidercth it not. Fo2the 
ech not the Spirit of wzath beſetteth him with the 
— — ſnares of errour, blinding bis naturall 
+:4«:h £Pes, and dimming the eyes of his minde 
5 the by falſhood, and giving to him a ſight of 
righteous. his own making. And wherein bleareth 
He com he his eyes: Jn hatred of heart, foz he 
fdereth ctyeth him a ſclf-witled heart againſt his 


rad. bzother, to ſpite him, and envp him. Pp 


1 Sonnes, wzath is miſchicvous, foz it be- 
F's cometh 
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cometh a ſoule to the ſonle, and ſubdneth The pro- 
the body to it ſelle by overmaſtering the = of 
ſoul, and gibeth power to the body to wozk wrath 
all wickedneſſe. And when the ſoul hath 
wꝛougght, it juſtiſieth the thing done, bes 
cauſe it ſeeth not. 

Zherefoze he that is wꝛathkull, if he be A wrarh- 
a man of might, hath treble power in his fall man 
anger, One, thzough the help and furthe» 95 
rance of his Servants: Another of his „nes: 
riches, wherethzongh he perſwadeth and 1. By fer- 
obercometh his unrightcouſneſe : and a vans. 
third of the nature of his own body, *: >? 
which ol it ſelf wozketh evil. And though By e 
he that is angry be a pooge man, pet hath felt 
he his naturall power doubled. Foz the 
ſaid ſpirit doth alwapes farther his wir 
kedneſfle, by —_— bis derds to be mat- 
ched with lying. Wherefoze conſider the 
powerof wzath how vain it is. Foz he is 
bitter in ſpeech, and walketh at Satans 
right hand that his deeds may be wꝛought 
in untruſtineſſe « lying. Foz Satan doth 10 in- 
firſt ot all ting him by ſpeech, and then grument⸗ 
he hath once pꝛicked him ſoz ward, he of wrath ; 
ſrengthneth him by deeds, andtronbleth * bieter 
his underſtanding with bitter nips and olchs 
loſſes, and fo pꝛoboketh his minde bo ＋ — 
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ceſſibe wzath, Thereloꝛe when any man 
ſpeaketh againſt yon,be not moved to an- 
ger: and if he pꝛaiſe you as good men, be 
not puffed up, no2 changed into voluptu⸗ 
ouſneſſe and ſternneſle of countenance. 
Foz when a man heareth a thing that miſ- 
liketh him, firſt it tickleth him and ſting⸗ 
eth his mind ſo, that he thinks he hath juſt 
cauſe to be angry. Now therefoze,mp chil: 
dzen, if pe fall into any loſſe and hinde- 
The ee & France, be not out of pattence, foz the ſpirit 
of impati. of impatience maketh men to luſt foz the 
ence. thing that is foꝛgone, and to be angry foz 
the want of it. Bear pour loſſes willingly, 
and be not out of quiet foz it: foz nnquict- 
neſſe engend2eth anger and untruth ; and 

it is evil to have a double face. Anger and 
untruth talk one to another, to trouble 
the under ſtanding. And when the minde 

is cumbzed with diſdain, the Lozd depar⸗ 
teth from it, and Belial getteth the domt:- 
nion of it. Zherefoze, mp childzen, keep 
the Lozds Commandements t Lawes, 
eſche w untruth and hate it, that the L oꝛd 
map dwell in you , and Belial flie from 
vou. Speak every of pou the truth to his 
neighbour, that pe fall not willingly into 
incomberance, and ſo ſhall pe be in quiet, 
a and 


Remedy 
againſt 
wrath is 
forbearing 
of words. 
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' \ and ye ſhall have the God of Peace, war 
ſhall not pzevaſle againſt you. Love the 
odd all your lite long, and lobe pe one 
another with a ſoothfaſt heart. Fo2 J am He pro- 
fare that in the latter dates ye ſhall depart * elieth 
trom the Loꝛd and walk in nanghtineſſe, * — 
* wozking the abominat tons of the Gen- 
tiles, and haunting wicked women in all 
- lewodneſſe by the wozking of deceitful 
fſptrits in yon. oz J habe read in Enoch 
that Satan is your pꝛʒince, and that all the 
ſpirits of foznicatton and pꝛide, ſhall ply 
themſelves in laying ſnares foz the chil⸗ 
„ dien ok Dan, to make them ſinne befoze 
the Loꝛd. But. my chiloʒen, ſtiek pe unto 
Levi, and look upon him in all things. 
The childꝛen of ſudah ſhall ſnatch away A note for 
other mens goods like Lions th2ough coverouſ- 
*.+ cobetouſneſs. F02 this cauſe wall ye be led neſs. 
away with them into captivity, and there 
receive all the plagues of Egypt, and all R. 
the malice of the heathen : whereupon pe tance ob- 
ſhall returne to the Loꝛd 4 obtain mcrep, taineth 
and he (ſhall bzina you into his holy place, mercy: 
and pꝛoclame peace to pou. The Lo2ds 2 Hd 
ſaving health ſhall ſpzing up unto yon out Chia b 
W. of the Tribes of ſudah and Levi. He {hall humaniti 
| make worre againſt Belial, and give u. 
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voung men the victozy in revengement. 
He ſhall deliver the imp2iſoned loules of 
the Saints from Belial, and turn pour 
— 4e, unbelteving hearts to the Lozd, and give 
C34, everlaſting Peace to ſuch as call upon 
him. The Saints ſhal reſt in him, and the 
righteous ſhall re jopte in the new ſeru- 
{alem, which ſhall glozifie God foz ever, 
ſeruſalem ſhall no mo2e be waſted, noz 
lirael led into captivity, becauſe the Lozd q 

hall bo converſant among men in the 

midſt of it, and the holy one of [ſrac] ſhall 

rafane over them in lowlinefſe and po- 
vertie, and he that belicveth in him ſhall ; 

certainly reigne tn Heaven. Now, mp 

dhildzen, feare the Lozd, and beware of 

Satan and his ſpirits. And dzaw neer to 

God, and to the Angel that exculeth pou : 
foz he is the Medfatoz betweene God and 
man, to ſet peace in 1ſrac!. Me ſhall ſtand 
Chriſt our agatnff the kingdome of the enemp, and 
3 therefoze will the enemy labour to overs 
| — af- thzow all that call upon the Lo2d : foz be 
\ inalliem- Enoweth, that whenſoever I rael vecateth, 
\ prations. then ſhall his enemies kingdome come fo 
' an end. But the ſaid angel ſhal ſtrengthen 
Iiracl, that hes come not to an e vill end, 
* At that time ſhall Iſrael depart from 
infquitte 
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iniquitie, and the Lo2d (hall viſite ſuch as 
doe his will. In all places of lirael and 
among the heathen his name ſhall be, 
The Saviour. Zherefoze, my childzen, 
keep pour (elves from all noyſome deal- 
ings, and put from pou wzath, and all 


. untruth. Love truth and mildneſle, and 


look what yon have heard of your father; 
deliver it over to pour childzen, that the 
Father of nations may receibe pou, Foz 
he was ſoothkaſt, long⸗ſuffering, meek, 
lowlp, and a teacher ot Gods Law by his 
own wozks, Therekoze depart from ail 
unrighteouſnefſe.that pe may ſtick to the 
righteouſneſſe of the Loꝛds law, and bury 
ye me by mp Fathers. In ſaying theſe 
things he kiſſed them, and ſlept the leep 
of the wozld. And his ſons buried him, 
laping his bones by Abraham, Iſaac, and 
jacob. And like as Dan had pʒophecied fo 
them, that thep ſhould one dap 


Gods law, and eſtrange themſelves from 


the off ſpzing and native countrp — 
ſo came it to paſſe, 
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ihe Teſtament of NarnrTaAull, 
made to his Children at his ö 
death, concerning good- 
ne 


Rum Naphtali's race, but run apace : 
Embrace his Goodneſs and Truitineß. 
Tf your ſtate you ſee ſervants to be, 


{Then God will you bleſf,e give ſucceſs. 
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He Copy of Naphrcali's Teſtament, 
concerning the things which he dif- 
courſed at the end of his time, in the hun- 
dzeth and two and thirticth peare of his 
life, At the coming of his © htidzen to- 
gether in the ſeventh moneth, the fourth 
dap of the moneth, he being pet in good 
health, commanded a ſumptuous ſeaſt, 
and great cheare to be pzepared. Mhen 
he awoke in the mozning from fleep, 
becauſe he was even at deaths dooze, he 
pꝛaiſed the Lo2d that had ſtrengthened 
him, and began to ſpeak to his Childzen, 
in this wiſe: 

Pp Childzen, give eare to Naphtali, 
hcarken to pour Fathers wozds. J was 
bozn of Bilhah, and becauſe Rachel dealt 
crattily in putting Bilhah to Jacob, in her 
own ſtead, and Bilhah was delivered 


His birth. 


ol me in Rachels lap, therefoze was J Why be 
called Naphtali. And Rachel lobed me, was called 


becauſe J was bozn on her lap, and ſhee 
kiſſed me when J was a little one,ſaping: 
God let me ſce a bꝛother of thine out of 
mine own. womb after thee, By rea⸗ 


& ſon whereof, Joſeph was like to mee « 


Naphtali. 
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3 all things accozding to Rachels requeſt. 

e PRowmy mother Pilha was the daughter 
5 likeNaph- Of Rotheus, the bzother of Debora, Re- 
tali. bekahs nurſe, and was boꝛn the ſelfſame 
day that Rachel was bozn : foz Rotheus 

His family was a Chaldean, of Abrahams Kindzed a 

| wooſhipper of G DD, free boꝛn, and a a 

noble man. Mowbeit fozſomuch as he | 

was taken pziſoner, Laban bought him, 4 

E and married him to a bond woman of 4 
| his, called Eve, who bzonght him fozth a 
ſon, whom he named Zeliphas, after the 
name ofthe Caſtle wherin he was taken. 

Alter ward ſhee bare Bilhah, calling her, 

her new haſtie daughter, becauſe ſhee 

was fond of the dag as ſoon as ſhe was 

The ſwift- bozn. And becauſe J was as ſwift of foot 

nefle of ag a Stag, my father Jacob appointed 

—_— me to run of all meſſages and errands, 

and bleſſed. me by the name of Stag. 

Foz as the potter knoweth what his 

velleil Wall contatne, and tempereth his 

quantitie of clay thereatter: ſo the L oꝛd 


maketh a mans body pꝛopoztionable to 

et that be will put into it, and fit- 

dirt to the ability of the body, 

. eis no inequality oz odds be* | 
farch. kirk n: Coz all the Lo20s creatures 
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are made by weight, meaſure, and rule. 
And as the potter knoweth the uſe ol ebe- 
ry of them to what things they be meet- 
eſt, ſo the Loꝛd knoweth the body, how 
farre fozth it is fit ſoʒ goodneſs, and when 
it beginneth in evil. Foz there is not any 
Creature reaſonable, noz unreaſonable, 
which the Lozd knoweth not, foz he hath 
created all men after his owne image: 
and as mans ſtrength is,ſo is his wozk : 
as is his will, ſo is his wozk : as is his 
fozecaſt, ſo is his doing:as is his heart,ſo 
is his mouth:as is his eye, ſo is his fleep: 
and as is his minde, ſo is his talk, either 
of the Law of the Lozd, oz of the law of 
Belial. And looke what diverſitie is be⸗ 
tween light and darkneſſe , oz between 
ſight and hearing, the ſame diverſity is 
there in man and woman. Neither is it to 
be ſaid that there is any bitterneſſe in any 
thing either ol the face, oz of other like 
things. Foz God hath made all things 
good in their ozder oz degree: he hath ſet 
the five wits in the head, and knit the 
head to the neck, and covered it with hatre 
foz his glozy. Pozeover, he hathaſſigned 
the heart to wiſedome , the belly to the 
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health, the liver to anger, the gall fo 
bitterneſs, the ſpleen to laughter, the kid- 
nies to craftincſs, the loines to trength, 
the ribs to comeltneſſe, the ſeed to luſti⸗ 
nelle, and ſo fozth. So my childzen doe all 
— 42 things in oꝛder, and in the feare ol God, 
done in neither doe pee any thing diſozderlp in 
time and ſco2n, 02 out of due ſeaſon. Foz thou 
order. caͤnſt not command the eye to heare, nei⸗ 
The ther canſt thou doe the wozks of light in 
reaſon. darkneſle. Therefoze haſte pou not to 
mar pour doings thzough covetouſneſſe, 
oz to beguile pour own ſoules with fond 
talke, Foz by holding pour peace with a 
cleane heart, ye ſhall be able to keep the 
will of God, and to caſt away the will of 
the devil: the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
b:eak not their oꝛder, neither bꝛeak pou 
Gods Law in the ozder of pour doings. 
The Gentiles by going aſtrap, and by 
fozſaking the Lo2d, habe changed their 
oꝛder, and followed ſtocks and ſtones, and 
ſpirits of errour. But do pou not fo (mp 
chiloꝛen:) know pe that your onely one 
God is the L 03d in the ſkies, on the earth, 
in tho Dea. & of all creatures, foz he is the 
maker of them. And be not like Sodome, 
nen the ozder of her * 
4 8. 


20 


—— — — — — 


3 


Ul 


— ä — 


— — — — — — — — - — —_—_— * —— —-— 


The Teſtament of Naphtali. 


likewiſe the waters altered the ozder 
of their nature, and thep whom God cur- 
ſed in the flood, making the earth deſolate 
and fruitleſs foz their ſakes. Py childzen, Na phtak 
J ſay theſe things, becauſe J have read p.ophe- 
in the holy w2itings of Enoch, that pou eth the mi- 
alſo ſhall depart from the L 030,and walk ſeij of his 
in all the wickedneſſe of Sodome, and the 2 
LLo2d ſhall bzing thzaldome upon pou, fo 
as you (hall ſerve pour enemies i be pin⸗ 
ched with all manner of tribulation g pain, 
till God conſume pou every one: « when 
vou be made few and ſmall, pe ſhall turne 
again, and know the Loꝛd pour God, and 
he ſhall bzing you again into pour own 
land, accozding to his manifold mercy. 
And it ſhall come to paſſe, that when they 
hall be come into the countrepof their 
fathers, they ſhall fozget the Loꝛzd again, 
and deale wickedly, ſo as the Lozd ſhall 
ſcatter them all over the face ofthe whole 
earth, till in the mercy ol the Loꝛd come a 
man that poureth out mercy 4 righteauſ⸗ 
neſſe upon all men both far 4 neer. oz in 
the xl. year ol my liſe, upon mount Olivet 
toward the eaſt ſive of ſeruſalem, J'law A vifoa, 
— — Poon — Py 
ac mp fathers father laid to us, Coe 
Þ: with” 
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The Teſtament of Naphtali, 
hold, actoꝛding to his ſtrength, foz the 
Sunne and Poone may be caught. And 
we came running all together, and Levi 
caught hold of tho Sunne, and Judah 
jumping up caught hold of the Boone, 
and were both ofthem lifted up with them, 
And when as Levi became as the Sun, 
a certain young man delivered him rit. 
boughes of Palme ⸗tree, and Judah ſhined 
as the Moon, and twelve beames oz rates 
were under his feet, and Levi and Judah 
running together, beheld one another. 
And behold there was a Bull upon earth 
that had great hozns, and Eagles wings 
upon his back, and we would have 
caught him, but we could not: foz Joſeph 
fepping: befoze us, caught him, and 
mounted aloft upon him. And behold,there 
appeared unto us an holy wztting.ſaping, 
the Atiyrians, Medes, Elamites, Gala- 
tices, Caldees, and 'Syrians, (hall hold 
the: Scepfer ot Iſrael in thʒaldome. And 
again, a ſeben moneths after, J ſaw our 
father Jacob ſtanding in the ſea ol ſamma, 
and us his Sonnes with him. Ind be⸗ 
hold, there came a ſhip ſayling by, full of 
died fleſh; without Pariner oz — 
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Upon the chip was wzitten Jacob, and 
our father ſaid to us. L et us go to our ſhip: 
M hen we were within it, there roſe a ſoze 
tempeſt, and a mighty gale of winde, and 
our father who held the ſterne, flew away 
from us, and then we being toſſed with 
the ſtozme, were carried into the lea, and 
our ſhip was filled with water, and wea- 
ther:-beaten, and tozn on all ſides. Then 
Joteph fledout in the boaf,and we al were 
divided upon twelve boozds,and Levi, and 
Juda was among us,ſo were we ſcattered 
on all coaſts, and Levi being clad in ſack- 
cloth,pzated unto the Lo2d foz us all. As 
ſoon as the tempeſt was allayed, the ſhip 
came quickly to land, and behold our Fa- 
ther Jacob came, and we rejoyced all tos 
gether with one minde. J told my father 
theſe two dzeams, and he ſaid to me, theſe 
things muſt bee fulfilled in thetr time, 
and l(rae] muſt indure many things. 
Then ſaid he further to me, J believe that Nen ode 
Joſeph ts alive, fo2 J ſee that the Load lc“ 


cnee mo- 
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he laid, Thou liveſt mp fonne Joſeph, but conteſſion. 
pet I ſee thee not, neither ſeeſt thou ſ acob . 
that begat thee: trulp he made us to weep 4 
at theſe woꝛds of his, and mp bowels. 
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glowed within me, to be wꝛay unto him 
that oſeph was fold, but J was afratd 
of mp bꝛothers. Behold my ſons J habe 
ſhewed pou the laſt times, and all things 
| that ſhall be done in Irael. Bon there- 
| foze command pour childzen to be help- 
full unto Levi and Judah. Foz bp Judah 
ſhall health aud welfare (pzing. up-unto 
I{rael, and in him ſhall Jacob be bleſſed. 
Fo2 by his ſcepter ſhall God appeare,and 
| dwell among men upon earth, to ſave the 
| flock ol Iſrael, and to gather the righte⸗ 
g ous from amongſt the Heathen, Pp chil⸗ 
{ By dof dꝛen it you do well both men and Angels 
B glorif, Wall pꝛalſe and bleſſe pon, and Godſhall 

men ble{- be gloziſied by pou among the Gentiles, 

ſed,and the the Devil hall flee from pou, the beaſts 
devil van» ſhall ſtand in awe of you and the Angels 

quiſhed. ſhall receive you. Foz like as if a man 
bzing up his childe well, the childe giveth 
and ende voureth alwapes to be mindefull 
and thanklull: So of good wozks there is 
a good remembꝛance with God. But as 
foz him that doth not good, him ſhall men 
and Angels curſe, and God ſhall be diſho- 
noured thꝛough him among the Gentiles, 
and the De vill hall pofſeſſe him, as a pe⸗ 
guliar veſſell and inſtrument, and all 
beaſts 
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beaſts ſhall overmaſter him, and the L ozd 
ſhall hate him. Fo2 the Commandments 
ol the law are of tiwo ſozts, and are fulfils 
led in wozk. Foz there is a time fo2 a man 
to compante with his wife, and a time to 
fozbeare her, that he map gibe himſelſe to 
pzaper, There are two commandements 
which bꝛeed ſinne, except they be done in 
their due oꝛder, and ſo it is in the reſt ol the 
commandments. Thereloze be pou wiſe 
and skilfull in the Lo:d, knowing the oz- 
der of his commandements,and the laws 
of all things, that O od map love pe. Ha⸗ 
ving commanded them many other ſuch 
things, he pzaped them to conveigh his 
bones to Hebron, and to burp him by his 
fathers, And ſo eating and dzinking with 
a merrp hart, he covered his face and died, 
And Naphcali's childzen did all things ac- 
— as their Father had commanded 
them. 
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You that excell in Martiuall feats, 
Loe Gad, but 60 D obey : 
Leit in Gads wrathyou G O D offend, 


| \ 9m lofe your hoped prey. 
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He copy of Gads Teſtament, t of the 

1 things that he ſpake to his childꝛen, in 
the hundzed and 7. year of his life, ſaying: 
J was ſacobs ſeventh ſon, « skilfall and 
ſtrong in keeping of ſheep. J kept the 
flocks by night, and when there came any 
Lion, IL eopard, N oll Bear oʒ other wild 


ſick bp reaſon of overmuch heat. and went 
home to Hebron to his father, whom he 
lodged by himſelf, becauſe he loved him, 
And — ph told our father, that the ſons 
of Bilha waſted his goods at Zilpha, and 
made havock of them, without the know⸗ 
ledge of Judah and Ruben. Foz he knew 
that J had reſcued a lamb out of a Bears 
mouth, and killed the Beare, and that be» 
cauſe the lamb could not live which thing 
grie bed me) we killed it alſo and ate it. 
He told our father of ff, and our bzothers 
were greatly diſcontented with his doing, 
even to the day that he was ſold info 
Egypt, and the ſpirit of hatred was in 
me. inſomuch as J could not finde in mp 


—— 


ad 
beaſt upon our cattell, J ran to it, and kil- — * 


led it. Joſeph alſo did feed ſheep with us — 
about thirtp dayes: who being tender fell ſhepherd. 
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heart to heare Joſcph ſpeak, oʒ to ſee him, 
— 


wi 
£ 
—— * 
- 


—— — —ä 


E * 


The Teſtament of Gad. 


© Gadhareg becauſe he had rebuked ns openlp, fo: ea - 
Joſeph tor ling the lamb without Judah. To be ſhozt, *# 
bis com- he made our father believe whatſoever he 
Plains fold him. But now J acknowledge my 
to his fa- 
t hs, ſinne, mp Chfldzen, that J was often in 
minde to habe killed him, ſoꝛ J hated him 
from my beart, and J was utterly without 
2. For his com paſs ion towards him, and the cauſe 
— . of this my great hatred towards him, 
was his dzeames : Therefoze J wound | 
have devoured him, as an ore eateth up 
| graſſe from the earth. Andfozthat cauſe J 
| and Judah ſold him fo the Iſhnnaelites fox 
[ thirty gildernes, of the which we kept 
| away ten pꝛivilp, and ſhewed the other rr. 
| to our bzethzen. And ſo covetouſneſs pers 
ſwaded me to wiſh his death. But theG od 
of our Fathers delivered him out of my 
| hands, to the intent J ſhould not do ſich 
; wickedneſs in 1ſrac|:and now mp childzen 
give care to the woꝛds of truth, that pe 
map live righteouſly, and keep the law ok 
the Higheſt, and not goe aſtray thzough 
the ſpirit of hatred, foz that is evil in all 
mens doings. Whatſoever another man 
doth, that doth the hater miſlike and ab- 
hozre. If one keep the law of the Lozd,he 
-pzaiſeth it not: if one fear the Lozd, and 


deal 


= 
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_ 


"2 


3 will not heare the wozds of Gods Comes 


ſelves from hatred, becauſe it committeth 
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deal righteoullp, him he loveth not, but 
diſp:aiſeth the truth, be envieth him that 
ozdereth his wates aright, he imbꝛaceth 
backbiting, he loveth ſcoꝛnſulneſs:and bes 
canſe that hatred hath blinded his minde, 
be doth to his neighbours as we did to o- 
ſeph: therefo2e, mp childaen, keep pour 


wickedneſſe even againſt the K oꝛd; foz if 


k —  ——— —ñ—4ä ͤ . — — 2 — | 


mandement, concerning the loving of a 
mans neighbour, but ſinneth ſpitefally 
againſt God. It a b2other offend, by and 
by it blaſeth him abzoad, and is haſtte to 
habe him condemned and kild oz puniſhed 
foz his offence. And if the offender be a 
ſervant oz bondman. it accufeth him to his 
maſter, and deviſcth all means that may 
be to perſecute him, «to put him to death, 
{fit be pollible: lo hatred wozketh with 
ſpitefulnefſe, and ts alwap ſozp to heare 
oz ſeemen go foz ward, oz pꝛoſper in well 
doing. Foz like as lo be bearcthgod will | 
even to the dead, and wiſheth them alive, A 2 

and would (it it were poſſible) ſtay them riſon - 
from death, which are condemned to die: 
So hatred ſecketh to ſlap the living, and 
deemeth them unwozthyof W 


"Ro 
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' offended never ſo lightly. Foz the ſpirit ö 
of hatred doth though cancred froward: * 
neſſe of heart, wozk jointly with Satan in 
alt things, even to the death, and de⸗ 
ſtruction of men. But the ſpirit of love 
doth thzough long ſufferance wozk with 

Gods law to the welfare of men. Hatred 

is evil, betauſe it abideth with lying, ſpea⸗ 

king continnally againſt the truth, mas 
king a great adoe of ſmall matters, over» + [+ 
| ſhavowing the light with darkneſe, conn» 

| ting ſweet to be ſow2e, teaching ſlande⸗ 

| rouſneſs, war, w2ong, and aboundance of 

all miſchtefe, and finally filling the heart 

with divelliſh poiſon, My chfldzen, J ſpeak 

theſe things upon experience, to the in- 
tent you ſhould eſchew hatred, and ſick 
fo godly love. Righteouſneſs dziveth out 
hatred, and lowlinefſe killeth if, foz arigh: . 
A righte- feous and lowlp perſon is aſhamed to 
Arie 4 doe wzonganot fo2 feare of rebuke, but foz 
cribed. conſcience ſake,becauſe God ſeeth his in⸗ 
tent. Me backbiteth no man, becauſe the 
fear of the higheſt overcometh hatred: foz 
the fear of the Lozd otfendeth not neither 
will doe any man wzong, no not even 
in thought. At length J came to the knows 

e of thele things, when I had __ 
ed 
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The Teſtament of Gad. 
ted mee of my dealings toward Joſeph. 


Foz the true Repentance that is accozs 


ding to Gods will, moztifieth a man to 
obedience, chaſeth away darkneſs, inligh⸗ 
teneth the epes, gibeth knowledge to the 
minde, and leadeth the ſoule to ſalvatton. 


And whatſoever men know not of thems 


ſelves, that doth R epentance teach them. 


Foz it bꝛought upon mo the pain of the 


+ heart. and it my father Jacobs pzaters had 


not been, ſurely I had died out of hand. 
Foz look wherein a man ſinneth, by the 
ſame he is puniſhed, Foz as much there- 
foze as my heart was mercileſle toward 
Joſeph, I ſuffered Gods rigozous juſtice 
in my heart by the ſpace of xt. moneths, 
that the time of mp puniſhment might 
fall ont even, with the time that J urged 
the ſelling of Joſeph. Now therefoze, mp 
childzen, each ofpoulove his bꝛothers, and 
put away hatred from pour hearts. loving 


one another in deed, wozd, and thought . on. 
ol minde,” Foz befoze my fathers face: ggech in 
.ſpake mildly of Joſeph, but behind his deed, in 
back the ſptrit of hatred darkned mp word, and 
underfkanding,and tempted my minde ſo mind. 
kill him, Wherefoze love ye one another 


heartily:and if any of you offend othe! 


— 
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him of it gently, dziving out the popſon 
ol hatred, and foſtering no deceit in heart. 
And it the offender con telle it, and be ſoꝛy 
ſoz it, give it him: and it he denp it, ftrive 
not with him leſt hee fall to ſwearing, 
and ſo ſinne double. Wet no ſtranger 

| heare pou uttering one anothers ſecrets *' 
| in variante, left hee turne to be pour ill- 

| willer, and wozke ſome great miſchiele 

F againſt pou. Foz he will talk guilefully ' 
| with thee,and undermine thee to do thee a 

| '@:ewd turne, taking his poiſon at thine 

| owne hand. Theretoꝛe if he deny it, and be 

| aſhamed of it, and hold his peace, when he 

| ts rebuked,dzawhim not ont, fo2 in deny: ⸗ 
| 


ing hee repenteth him, lo as hee will no 
moꝛe oſfend thee, but honour thee, and fear 
thee, abe in quiet. But if he be unſhame⸗ 
lac t, and abide by his naughtinels then re⸗ 1 
fer the revengement of it to God with all | 
Envy no thy heart. Jfanother man p2oſper moze 
mans pro- chen thou, be notgrieved at it, but pzap 
ſperiry. lo him, that he may have perfect pꝛolpe· 
; Sp way, pſty. Foz peradventure tt may be to 
e vour son benefit. And tf hee be exalted 


| prote/mo7e and moze, envy him not, but re- 


beer that all leh hall de: and ratte 
God fox it, uho giveth good 4 pzofitable "\þ 
"2g 7, things 


Ga: 
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The Teſtament of Gad. 
things to all men. Seek the Loꝛds judge⸗ 


ments, and ſo thy mind ſhall let him alone 


and be in quiet. Now, if a man be enri⸗ 
ched by evil meanes, as Elau my Fa- 
thers bzother was. en vy him not: loʒ in ſo 
doing pe controle the N 9d, who either 
. taketh awap his benefits from the wic- 
ked,03 leaveth them {ffil fo the repentant, 
oz elle reſerveth them in the unrepentant 
, to their endlelle puniſhment. Foz the , 


pooze man having ſufficient of all things, bebe 


re 


giveth thanks unto the KL ozd, and is enrt+ pe is rich. 


ched of all men, becauſe men wiſh him no 
harm. Therfoze(mp childzen)awap with 
hatred out of pour hearts, and lobe one 
another with a right meaning mind, Alſo 
will you pour chilbzen to hono2 Levi and 
Juda:fog-out of them ſhall the Lo2v make 


A —_ 


the Sabtours of lirac} to come. 3 know Okrig. 


that in the end pour childzen ſhall depart 
from them, and walke in all manner of 
miſchieke, naughtineſſe and cozruption 
befoze the Lozd.And after a little pauſing 
be laid again: Pp ſonnes, heare me pour 
Father, bury me by mp fathers : And ſo 
plucking up his feet, he flept in peace:and 


and latd him with bis . in leben 


alter five peares they carried him thence, . 
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erning two faces of vice 
and vertue. 
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= 
T Þe Copp of Aſher his Teffament, V 
and or the things that he ſpake to his | 
Childꝛen in the 120. yeare of his life. Be⸗ 
| ing ſtill in health, he ſaid unto them: Pee 
- childzenof Ather, harken unto pour father, 
and J will ſhew you ali things that are 
right befoze the Lozd. The Lo2d hath — 
given two wates unto the Sons of men, „in, 
two minds, two dofngs.t wo places, and 
two ends: and therefoze all wayes may 
be one; pea though they be contrartes, as 
are the wafes of good and evil. Alſo there Twominds 
i | ' aretwo mindes in our bzeafts, which doe in a man, 
move us either to honeſty oz diſhoneſty, of — & 
Thereloꝛe ik a man be led to goodneſſe, evil, 
all his doings are occupied about righte⸗ 
ouſneſſe : and if that he doe any thing 
+ amiſſe, by and by he repenteth him: foz in 
as much as his mind ts bent unto righte⸗ 
„ ouſnelfe, he putteth away naughtinefle , 
and out of hand amendeth his miſdeeds, | 
and cogrececth the cozruvtionsofhis mind, 7 
But if his minde incline unto evil, all $7 
his doings fend unto naughtinefle, in ſo 
much that he thzuſteth away the good, >< 
and taketh unto him W 
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is under the dominfon of Belial : and if 
he doe any good thing, he turneth the 
ſame unto evil. Foz if he begin to do 
any good, hee bzingeth the end of his do» 
ings to an evil wozke, becauſe the trea⸗ 
ſure of his heart is infected with the ves 
nome of a devilliſh and miſchievous ſpf- 
rit, and therefoze the evil overmaſtereth 
the good tn his minde, and bzingeth the 
end of the thing to nanghtineſſe- Some 
man ſheweth compaſſion upon him that 
ſerveth his turne in naughtineſſe, that 
man hath t wo faces, and that deed ol his 
is fark le woneſſe. Another man loveth 
ungracioulneſo, and he is le wd likewiſe: 
and although he could find in his heart fo 
die foz the compaſſing of his evil: pet it 
is manifeſt that he is double-faced, and 
his doing is altogether ſtarke naught, 
Foz his love being but lewdneſs, doth 
as it were cioake his evil with a good 
Name, whereas the dzilt of his doings 
tendcth unto a wicked end, Another hea- 


Ihe cove- leth, doth open wꝛong, pilleth and polleth, 


\xows mans 


— 5 


is covetous, and pitieth not the pooz, He 


Alſo hath a double face, and all this is 
xd fark naught : foz in being niggardly tos 
2 he pzovoketh Gods 


waath, 


— — 
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wꝛath, and denteth the Higheſt, in not pi 
tying the pooꝛe. He deſpiſeth and ſpiteth 
the Lozd, which is the commander of 
the law: he ſuffereth not the pooz to reſt, 
he defileth his own ſoul to make his bo» 
dy gay he killeth many, and pitieth few : 
this is the part of a double ⸗faced perſon. 
Another committeth whozedom and foz⸗ 
nicatfon, oz vexeth many men piteouſly 
with his power and riches, and yet abſtat 
neth from meats : his faſt is nancht, fog 
he doth the commandements with an 
evil conſcience, and that is a doubleefaced 
dealing, which is altogether naught. Such 
manner of folk are right Swine, and 
Hares, koz they ſeeme to be halfe cleane : 
but in very deed they be utterly unclean. 
Pou therefoze, my childzen, become not 
like them, neither beare pon in one hood 
two faces the one of goodneſs, the other 
of naughtineſſe, but ſticke alonelp unto 


goodneſs: fog in coodneſs doth God reſt, God abi- 
and men like wel ol it. Shun nanghtineſs, deth with 


and kill the devil in pour good wozks : (02 
they that gre double faced ſer ve not God, 
but their own luſts, becauſe thep ſeek 
to pleaſe Belial, and ſuch as are like theme 


ſelves. Row, though plain dealing men. 
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#Z- The pre- ànd ſuch as pꝛetend but one face are ta- 
poſte rous ken foz offenders, at the hands ofſuch as 
- Judgement beare two faces, pet are thep righteous 


of the 
world 


befoze & O D. Foz many in killing 


makes not Wicked perſons, doe two wozks at once, 


good or 
bad. 


Other 
kindes of 
double fa- 
ced men. 


* 


% 


namely, good by evil: but indeed, the 
whole wozk is good, becauſe that he 
which hath rooted out the evil, hath de⸗ 
ſtroped it. Some man hating his 
neighbour, mercifully blameth him foz his 
ad voutrie, o2 theft, ſuch an one is double 
faced: bnt pet ts the whole wozk god, bee 
cauſe be followeth the Lo2dg example, 
not reſpecting what ſeemeth good, when 
it is evil in decd, Another will not make 
merrp with rioters, left he ſhould be 
ſtained by them and defile his own ſoul, 
This man alſo is double faced, but pet is 
all his doings good: and he is like a Roe 
02a Stagge, which in a common wilde 
herd ſeem to be unclean, and pet are al⸗ 
together cleane, becauſe he walked in the 
zeale of the Lo2d, hunning and hating 
thoſe whom God willeth to be ſhunned, 
in his Commandements, and ſo killeth 
he evil with wel⸗ doing. See therefoze,mp 
Sonnes, how there are two in all things, 


aue ann iuſſ the other, and the one hidden 


under 
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The Teſtament of Aſher. 
under the other. Death ſucceedeth to life, 

ſhame to glo2p, night to day, and darke⸗ 

neſſe unto light. All righteous things 

are under light and life, therefoze doth 

eternall life overmaſter death. It is not 

to be ſatd that truth is untruth, righteoul⸗ 

neſſe unrighteonſneſſe, oz right wꝛong, 
becauſe that as all things are under God, yas his 
ſo all truth is under light, J have pzaci fins“ 
ſed all theſe things tn my life, and not 
ſtrayed from the truth of the Lo2d, but 

ſought out the Commandements of the 

Migheſt to the uttermoſt of my power, 

and walked with one face in noodnefle, 

Take heed thereloze. my Childzen,to the 

Lo2ds Commandements,and follow the 

truth with one ſingle face. Foz they that 

are double faced ſhall be double puntſhed, 

The ſpirit of crrour hatcth the man that Double 
fighteth againſt tt. Keepe the law of the faced, 
102d, and regard not evil that ſeemeth double 
good, but have an eye to the thing that Punt ched. 
is good indeed, and keep the ſame, retur⸗ 
ning to the L oꝛd in all his Commande⸗ 
ments, and reſting upon him: fo2 the 
ends whereat men doe ayme, doe ſhew 
their rightoouſneſſe. And know the An⸗ 
gels of the Lozd from the a» *els of 
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Satan. Foz if pee cleave to wicked ſpi⸗ 
/ rits, pour ſouls ſhall be tozmented of the 
| wicked Spirit whom pe ſer ve, in wicked 
4 luſts and wozks. But if ye quietly and 
| cheerfully acquatnt pour ſelves with the 

Angel of Peace, he ſball comfozt pou in 
pour life time, Pp Childzen, become not 
like the Sodomices, which knew not the 
Angel, and periſhed fo2 ever. Foz J am 
ſare that you (hall ſinne, and be delivered 
into the hands of pour enemies, pour land 
ſhall be 1:{d waſt, and pour (elves ſhall be 
ſcattered into the foure cozncrs of the 
earth, and be deſpiſcd as un vzofitable was 
A prophce ter in pour diſperſing abꝛoad, untill the 
go ie Yfoheff do vin te the earth, eating 4 dzin- 
humanity, King as a man with men, and bzeaking | 

the ſerpents head in pteces withont noiſe, 
Hee hail ſave lac, and all the Beathen } 

| by water, being GOD hidden in man, 

ſ Theretoze tell pour childzen theſe things 
| that they negled not Gods Law wzitten 
in the tables ol heaven. Foz the time will 
come, that they ſhall give no credit to the 
\ Law of the Loz2d. And pon falling unto 
nauchtineſs, ſhall deale wickedlp againſt 

God, giving no heed to his Law, but un- 
to m nacommandements. Foz this 2 LY 
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ſhall ye be ſcattered abꝛoad, as mp Bꝛo⸗ 
thers Gad and Dan, which were not ac- 
quain ted with their own countrep, tribe 
and tongue. Nevertheleſſe the Lo2d ſhall 
gather pon together againe in faith, fog 
the hope of his mercy, foz Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacobs ſake. When he had ſo 
ſald, he commanded them to bury him in 
Hebron. And he died fleeping a good 
fleep,and afterward his ſons doing as he 
had willed them, carried him back, and 
buried him with his Fathers. 
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The Teſtament of Joſeph. 


» Sonnes and my WBzcthzen , 

heare ye Joleph the welbeloved of 
ſrael. My childzen, heare pour Father, 
I have known in my life Envie and 
Death, with the which mp Bzethzen 
would have deſtroped me. Foz they 
hated mee, and God loved me: they 4. 
would have killed me, and the God of 
my Fathers kept me: they pat me in- 
to a pit, and the moſt High bzought 
me out again: J was ſold as a bond⸗ 
man, and the Lozd made me free , and 


his ſtrong hand helped mee. J was God help- 
kept in hunger, and the Lo2d himſelk ech in di- 
nouriſhed mee: J was left alone, and fircfle. 


the Lozd comfozted me: J was fick, 
and the Lozd viſited me: J was in 
p2iſon, and the Saviour made me glad: 
J was faſtned in chatnes , and the 
Lozd unbound me: Me pleaded mp 
cauſe in the accuſations of the Egypti- 
ans; and not onelp delivered me from 
ETnvie and Deteit, but alſo exalted 
me, inſomuch that Putiphar, chiele SF 
ward of Pharaohs houſe , did lend 


lodging, where J was * 


* 
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my life. by reaſon of a ſhameleſſe woman, 


her, though the flame of voluptuouſneſs 
burning about her bzeaſt. J was caſt in 
p2iſon foʒ her: J was beaten andmocked 
foz her, vet the Loꝛd cauſed the keeper of 
the p2iſon to be moved with mercy to: 
wards me. Me fozſaketh not them that 
keare him, neither in darkneſſe, neither 
God never in bonds, neither in tribulations, oz ne- 
ſorſakcth cefſities. God is not aſhamed as man, 
his. neither dzeadeth he as men, neither ſhas 
keth oz ſhzinketh he fo feare as earthly 

men. He is pꝛeſent in all places, and in 

their moſt grievous ſozrowes he comfoz- 

teth his. He goeth awap foꝛ a ſeaſon, to try 

the thoughts of their minde. Me found 

Joi.ph i me truſty in ten Temptations: and in 
means. every one J was conſtant and pꝛeſer ved. 
Foz ſuffcrance is a great medicine, and 

cauſeth much goodneſs, Bow often did the 

| Egyptian thzeaten mp death? How olten 
Sofferance was J puniched, and pet the woman cal- 
2 *. ed me again? How often did ſhe thzeaten 
© me to die, becauſe J would not have to do 
„ fith zer- Dhe ſatd unto me, Thou ſhalt 
ecovernayce of me, and all that be 

"tt atve thy ſelf unto me, 

and 


which intiſed me to do naughtine ſle with 
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and obey my deſire, + thou ſhalt be Lozd A pre ſent 
ober us. But J remembzed the wozds of medicine 
mp father jacob, and entring into mp n _ 
chamber, made mp pꝛaper to the Lo2d, 4 

faſted ſeven dayes : pet J appeared — Not from 
the Egyptian, in the ſelfe ſame eſtate of meat, but 
body, as if J had lived in pleaſures 4 des * Wan 
lights, Foꝛ they that faſt foz GOD. re- 
ceive beauty of face. When J had wine 

given unto me, J dzunke none: and fa- 

ffing thzee dapes, J tooke my meat dat- 

ly,and gave it to the ſicke and needp, and 

early J waked unto the Logd, and wept 

foz Mempherica the Egyptian, betauſe the  . 
was evermoze troubling of mee. Shee tile - 
came unto me in the night, as though ſho a yomn, 
would have viſited me. And firſt truly 

becauſe ſhe had ne ver a ſon, ſhe fained to 

take me as her ſon, And A pꝛaped to God 

to ſend her aſonne: untill which time ſhe 
embꝛoced me, as though I had been her 

ſonne, and perceived not the cauſe. And 

foz a concluſion, ſhe dzew mee to have 

done foznication with her, and J remem- 

bzing my elf, was ſozrowtfull to the death. | 
And when ſhe was gone out, J came to 
mp ſelt. and ſoꝛrowed many doves : fe 

perceived her deceit ard 
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ſpake unto her the wo2ds of the moſt 
high God, if peradventure the might bee 
turned away from her perntctous concu⸗ 
pilcence. Manp times as to a holy man 
ſhe ſpake flattering wozds to me, not 
without deceit, lauding my chaſtity be⸗ 
foze her Husband, which would utterly 
have deſtroyed me: both manifeſtly and 
ſecretly ſhee ſaid unto me, Feare not mp 
Musband, fo2 he is perſwaded of thy cha- 
fſfity. Fo2 it ſo be that any man ſhewed 
bim of thee and me, he would not belteve 


A token of ff, Foz becauſe of this thing, J covered 
a zcalous mec with ſackcloth, and latd me flat upon 


hearr. 


Hypo- 


crites are 
of all rcli- 
jons for 


cre, 


the Earth, and pꝛayed unfo Almighty 
God, that he would deliver me from this 
woman of Egypt. When thee could doc 
nothing this wap, ſhee came unto me 
again armed with other reaſons: that is 
to ſap, that (hee would fatne learne the 
Wozd of God of me, and began to ſpeak 
alter this manner. If thou wilt have mee 
to fozſake mine 4 dols, follow my deſire, 
and J will perſwabde mp Husband the 
Egyptian to go from his Jdolatryand we 
ſhall walk in the law of thy God. J made 
Der to theſe things: God will have 
vim with uncleannefle, 

neither 


| 
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neither hath hee any pleaſure in adulte⸗ 

rers: and the held her peace, deſiring to \ 
falfill her concupiſcence. And I faſtedand 
p2aped, that God might deliver me from 

her. Again at another time, the ſaid unto * Note tlie 
mee: Il thou wilt not doe adultery with = ba 
mee, J will kill my P2ince,and fo by the 

law J hall take thee to my Husband. 

M hen J heard that, J rent my garment, 

and ſaid, TW oman, I pꝛap thee be aſha⸗ 

med of thele things befoze God, and 

fear God, and doe thou not ſuch an abo- 
minable thing: Neither deſpatre utter 

iy, that thou dzown not thy ſelf in thine 

owne evil: foꝛ if thou goe about, J ſhall 

utter and declare the thoughts of thine 
iniquitte. Shee fearing theſe things, 

pꝛaped me that J would not bew2ap her 
naughtineſs, and ſo departed, Met again, 

ſhe went about to beguile me with gitts. 
ſending unto me all things that men have 

need of, and the ſent me meat ſtrewed 

about with inchantmenf. And as the 
Eunnchb2ought it in, J beheld and ſaw y 
a terrible fellow giving me a ſwozd with . 
the diſh, and J perceived that ſhe went 
about to deceive me. And when dee 
gone, J wept, and tour 


_— 


— —— ⁰r— — — —— — * 7 


The Teſtament of Joſeph, 


-no2 any other of her lending, foz a good 
while after. A day aftcr that, ſhe came to 
me « ſaid, What is the matter that thou 
haſt not eaten of the meat - And J ſatd 
unto her. Becauſe thon haſt poyſoned it. 

Joſeph dig Thercfoze thou ſhalt know that J will 

Grit ad- not come unto idols, but onelp unto God, 

moniſh & Now underſtand therefoze, that the God 

“ olmy Father by bis Angel, hath ſhewed 

clame. thy milchfeſe unto mee, and J have kept 

the meat to thy ſhame, if perchance thou 
mighteſt repent, oz learn that the maltfce 
of wicked doers pꝛevaileth not againſt 
them that wozſhip the Lo2d in chaſtity, 
And I took and did eat befoze her ſaying, 
The God of mp fathers, and the An⸗ 
gel of Abraham ſhall be with me. and 
then ſhe fell down at mp feet and wept, 

The Name Then lifting her up, J exhozted her ma⸗ 

of God. & hy wapes, and ſhee pzomiſed unto mee 

feare ofin- that ſhe would never do ſach iniquity af- 

. fami,, ter that day. Yet becauſe her heart was 

econ. mourning) and did burn toward mee in 

cience: Adultery with ſighs, coming from the 

Yo:erhis, depth of her ſfomack , ſhee caſt down 

her countenance. The Egyptian her huſs 


* wface « She — 


re ceiving her. latd, N herefoze hol⸗ 


( 


in the paſſton where 
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A am even ſozrowfull at the heart: and 
be comfozted her that was not ſick: pet 
again ſhe entred in to me (her Husband 
being without) andſatd : Jam ſtrangled 
oz choaked : either J will bzeak mp neck 
oz elſe dzown mp ſelfe , without thou 
wilt obey me. And J perceiving that the 
ſpirit of Belial troubled and vexed her, 
pzaped unto the Loꝛd my God, and ſaid 
thus: Wherefoze art thou vexed and 
troubled, all blinde in ſinne⸗ Remember 
thy ſelf;,fo2 it thou do kill thy ſe ll, the concu⸗ 
bine of thy husband called Sechon, envp- 
ing thee, ſhall beat thy childꝛen, © deſtroy 
the memoꝛy of thee from the earth, And 
ſhe ſaid unto me, Have done, have done, 
A perceive that pet thou half lome care 
foz me: J have even enough that thou des 
fendeft my lite, and my chiidzens, J have 
good hope in time to come, that J ſhall 
obtain my wilhcd deſtre. And the percet- 
ved not that foz the love of my Lo2d God 
I aid ſo, and not foz her ſuke. UWhatſoe- 
ver he be, that followeth the concupiſcence 
of his molt filthy and pernictous deſire is 
made ſervant unto the ſame, as this wo⸗ 
man was. And il he heare any gaod # 
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dzaweth the ſame to his perntcious o 
filthy deſire. J ſap unto pon, mp Sons, 
that it was about ſire of the clock when 
ſhe went from me, and J fell upon mo 
knes, pꝛaping to God all that dap, with 
A remedy the night following. And about the beak; 
againſt ” of the dap J aroſe wer ping, that J might n | 
temptati- once be delivered from this Eyyprian | 
on. woman, I inallp, ſhe caught mefaſt by te 
garment, dꝛawing me to have gone to bed „ 
with her. Then percetving that ſhe waxed 
mad, and that violently and with ſtrength 
ſhe held my clothes, J let my clothes flip 
from me, and fled away. 
| Zhen ſhe complained to her husband of 
. me, which put me in pꝛiſon in the kings 
ö honſe, The day following after, J was 
| ſoze beaten and caſt fn pꝛilon. And when 
J lay bound in fetters, this Egyptian * 
Woman wared fick foz ſozrow, and 
harkned how J tauded God, being ina 
Honſe of Darkneſſe. Foz J rejopcing, 
with a glad voice, glozified my God, on⸗ 
ly that by ſuch occaſion J was delivered 
from the Egyprian woman. Yet ſhe lekt 
not fo ſtand harkning, « ſaid, Have done, 
bo the affer which J put unto thee, 
„J will deliver thee 
from 
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from thy Bond, and bzing thee outfrom joſephs 
the darkneſs : but all that could perſwade fiogular 
me nothing, inſomuch that in thought J chaſtity. 
was not inclined to any deſire of her. oz 

God loveth him better which kaſteth in 
chaſtity, being in a p2ifon of darkneſſe; 

then him which taketh his pleaſurs with 
voluptuouſneſſe ina chamber of honour 4 * 
riches, oz if a man live in chaTity, and ; 
deſire glo2p(if God perceive it to be expe⸗ 

dient foz him he giveth it unto him as he 

bath done unto me, Many times as 

though the had been ſicke, ſhe deſcended 

unto me unlooked foꝛ, and heard the voice 

of my pꝛaping, and ſtood the moze Till. 

But when J heard her ſigh J held mp 

peace,foz in her houle ſhe fertpped her ſelf * Propet- 
naked,bzeafts,legges, and armes, where: ;;* * 

by ſhe might have kindled me into the 

lobe of her. Fo2 ſhe was very faire, and 

—— adozned to have deceived me, 

but Ood kept me from her wozks.Ther- The con 
foze,my Bonnes, behold what ſufferance modiey of 3 
with pzater and faſting doth, And there- prayer an 
foze if pou love Soberneſs 4 Chaſtity in ſuff 
Dufferance and Þumilttp of the heart, the 
Loꝛd ſhall dwell in yon. fo: 
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dwell in a man, although he chance to fall 
into envp,o; into bondage, 02 ſlander, the 
Lozd which dwelleth in him will koz his 
chaſtitte not onelp deliver him, but alſo 
exalt him, and glozific him as he bath 
done me, foz he is alwayes with him in 
woꝛd, in dced, and thought. 

My Childzen. ye know well how my 
Father did love me,and pet J was never 
the pꝛonder thereof in my heart, Foz 
though J was a child, J had ever the feare 
of God in mp mind. WW hen J grew unto 
age J moderated my ſelfe, and honoured 
my bꝛethzen whom J feared. J held mp 
peace when J was ſold, becauſe J would 
not have the lihmaclices to know mp 
ſock and kindzed, how J was the ſon of 
Jacob, a man of great ſtrength + power, 
Theretoꝛe have pou in pour deedes the 
fear of God, and honour pour 1B2eth2en, 
fo2 allmen that obſcrve the law of God, 
are loved of him, Then J came with the 
Iſhmaelites to a certafne place called In- 
doclpe, and they demanded of mee what 
I was: and I ſaid(becauſe J would not 
repꝛobe my bzethzen) that J was one of 

"nid Slaves. Then ſatd the 


u art no llave: foz thy. "wi 
coun* | | 
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countenance doth ſhew thee what thou an amia- Y 
art. And he thzeatned me unto the death, ble coun- 
pet foz all that J ſaid again J was their tenance 2 
ſlave, But when we came into Eeypt, (ken * 0 
they began to ſtrive who ſhould have me 1 

foz the mony that was paid: and they 

agreed that J ſhould abide in Egypt with 

a Merchant of their facultie, untill ſuch 

time as they had made their Merchan⸗ 

diſe and returned again: and God gave 

me grace in the ſight of the Merchant, 

that he gave me the charge of his houſe, 

and the L ozd bleſſed him by my hand,foz 

the Loz2d gave him plenty of Gold and 

Stlver, à J was with him thzee months 

and five dapes. In this time, paſſed bp 
Memphirica the wife of Putiphar in great 
glo2p,and ſhe caſt her eyes upon me,(foz 

the Eunuches had ſhewed her of me) 4 tho 

ſhewed her husband of the Perchat which 

was made rich in the hand ol a yong man 

being an Hebrew, and ſhee ſaid they had 

ſtolne him ont of the land of Canaan; A cove- 
Wherfoze do now judgement upon him, & rous hears 
take the yong man to be pour ſteward, 4 like 
the God of the Hebrewes ſhall bleſſe pon, 

foz arace fr6m heaven is in hi 

her husband perſwar 
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cauſed the Perchant.fo be ſent ſoz, and 
ſaid unto him, W hat doe J heareof thee, 
that ſtealeſt ſonles ont of the Land of the 
Hebrewes, in ſelling of Childzen⸗ The 
Merchant fell down upon his knees, and 
pꝛaped him, ſaying, J beſeech thee,L.o2d, 
thew me,fo2 J know not what thou ſatſf, 
Mee anſwered again, Where gateſf 
thou this Hebrew Chtide 2 And he ſaid, 
The Iſhmaelites left him with me, untill 
they came this way again. When he had 
ſaid fo, Putiphar ſatd, Bzing the poung 
man hither : and J being bꝛought in, did 
reberence to the Pꝛince of the Eunuches, 
fog he was the third man in dignitp with 
Pharaoh, and Pzinte ol all the Eunuches, 
and he had wile, childzen, and concubines. 
And when he had taken me apart, he laid, 
Art thou bond, 02 art thou free? J anſwe- 
red, Bond. And he ſafd unto me, Whoſe 
bondman art thou⸗ J anſwered him, The 
ſhmaelites. And he ſaid agains unfo me, 
Hob came tit to paſſe that thou wal 
made their bondman⸗ And I ſatd:foz they 


* bought me in the land of Canaan : pet 


ke did not felle ve me, ſaying: Trulp thou 
manded me to be beaten. 


fe ſpied me beaten, 


at 
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at a window, and ſent unto her husband, A token of 
ſaying Thy judgement is un juſt, ſoꝛ thou mercy,if ir \, 
doe ſt puniſh w2ongfully the young man 3 \ 
that is ſfolne, But becauſe J changed not ,, 
my wo2d, pet againe was J beaten, and 
commanded to be kept at his commande- 

ment, fill ſuch time as mp maſters came. 

And his Wife ſafd unto him; Wherefoze 

do pe keep in captivity the noble C hild⸗ Note a 
it were moze almes to let him go, and flacering 
to beat you. She would fain have ſpied o an. 
me indeſire of ſin, and J knew nothing 

of this. He laid again to Memphitica, It 

is not honeſt among the Egyptians, to 

take away another mans goods befo2e he 

ſhew him of it. He laid that of the Per⸗ 

chant and of me, when J ſhould be im⸗ ä 
pꝛiſoned. After that xxtiit. dayes, the Iſn⸗ 5 
maelites came, and they hearing that Ja- 
cob mp Father was heavie foz me, {aid 
unto me, Wherefo2e is it that thou ſaidſt 
thou waſt a bondman, and now we know 
that thou art the ſonne of a great man in 
the land of Canaan, and thy father ſozrow- , 
eth foz thee in ſackcloth. Then J would ,,. 
fain have wept, pet J refrained mp ſelf 
foz ſhaming of my bzethzer 
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they tooke counſell amongſt themſelves, 
whither oz to whom they might ſell me, 
leſt J ſhould be found in their hands, fo 
they feared Jacob leſt he ſhoulo be reven- 
ned of them: foz they had heard that he 
was mighty both to God and man. Then 
ſaid the Merchant to them, Redeem him 
now from the jadgement of Putiphar: 
they hearing this, went & asked fo2 me, 
ſaping that they had bought me foz mony, * 
the delivered me Memphitica ſpake unto 
her husband to buy me,foz ſhe ſaid, J hear 
ſap they would ſell him. And they ſent an 
Eunuch to the limae]ites, &defired to bup 
me, and when he could not bargain with 
—— the them, he returned « ſhewed his Lady that 
| 7, am they asked a great pʒice foz the child: ſhe 
and ſola, (ent againe another Eunuch, ſaping, Al- 
though thep aske two belaunces of gold, 
ſee that thou ſpare not foz mony, but buy 
the child and bꝛing him to me. He paid 80 
golden crownes foz me,4 ſaid to his Lady 
2 that he paid 00. and J perceiving this, 
held my peace, left the Eunuch ſhould 
habe been ſearched, Behold, mp ſons, 
What J bove ſuſtained: love one of por 
Ih continuance caſt ont from 
minds, ſoz God de⸗ 
üghteth 
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lighfeth in the conco2d of bꝛethꝛen, & hath Concord WW! 
pleaſure alſo in the love « choice of a p30- between | 
ved heart, Foz when mp bzothers came 1 
out of Egypt and knew me, J gave them f.” * 
their mony, and never gave repꝛoch unto 

them, but comfozted them after the death joſcphs 
of Jacob J lobed them moze abundantly, * mercifull 
tall that ever he commanded me J did ve- _ 0 4 
rp gladly, 4 they mar belled becauſe I lu. 4 
fered not them to be troubled fo2 a ſmall 
cauſe,fo2 al that was in my power J gave 

them. Their chiidzen were reputed to me 

as mine own, and mine own childzen as 

their ſervants. Their life was mp life,and 

their ſozrow was my ſozrow,and all their 
infirmitp oz diſeaſe was mine, my Land 

was their land my counſel was the coun⸗ 

ſel ok them, and J never exalted my ſelf a- 

bove them in pꝛide foz mine own woꝛldly 

glozy, but was amongſt them as one of 3 
the leaſt, Therſoze, my ſons · il pe walk in —_— | 
the Commandements of the Lozd, the |, den 
Load ſhall exalt yon and blefſe pou in rt fr tas 
ches perpetuall. And if any man will doe en mir 
evil fo pou, with meekneſſe look that ve 

p2ap foz him, and God ſhall deliver po 

from all evil. F623 behold a 

foz my long lufferan 
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' God pro- my Lo2d was given me to wife, « there 
vide for Was given to me with her an hundzed ta- | 
his Elect. lents of Gold, foz God made them to 


Joſephs 


dreames. 


ſerve me, gave me beauty that J ſhould 
be as a flower above them that were fair 
in Iſrael, and he kept me unto mine age 
both in ffrength and beauty, becauſe 1 
was like to j acob in all things. And what 
dꝛeames J have ſeen, mp childzen, now 
beare, There were rit. Hearts feeding, 4 
nine were divided abzoad in the earth, al⸗ 
ſo I ſaw how that of |udah was a Uirgin 
boan having a white ſilken robe, and of 
her came fozth an immaculate Lambe : | 
And on the left hand of the ſafd Lambe. 
was as it were a Lion, and all Beaſts 
made again ſt him, and the Lambe ober⸗ 
came them, and trod them under his feet, | 
and in him joyed the Angels,the men,and 
all the earth. Theſe things ſhall come to 
paſs in their time, that is fo ſay, in the lat- 
ter dates, Thereloze, my Bons, keep the , 
commandement of the Lo2db, and henour 
Judah and Levi. Foz of them, to pou, ſhall 
ſ-2ing the Lambe of God, which by bis 
grace ſhall p2cſerve all Gentiles and Iſ- | 
" zingdome of him is a Kings 
ich ſhal never paſs, oz 
my 
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my kingdome ſhall be ended in yon, as 
the keeping of an D2chard, foz after the 
har veſt it ſhall appeare no moze. J know 
right well that after mp death the Egyp- 
tians ſhall trouble pon : but God ſhall 
revenge you, 4 bꝛing you to the pꝛomiſed 
land which he ſware to Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob. But carry my bones with 
pou: foz in ſo doing, the Lo3d ſhall be in 
the light with you againſt the Egyptians, 
and Belial ſhall be in darkneſs with the 
Egyptians. Alſo carry with you your Mo⸗ 
ther Zilpha, and nigh unto the valley, 
neere unto Rachel bury her. When he 
had ſaid theſe woꝛds, he ſtretched fozth his 
fect, and ſlept the fleep of all the WW oꝛld. 
Then they imbalmed him with ſptces, 
putting him in a cheſt in Egypt after he 
had lived 110. pears, who ſaw Ephraims 
Childꝛen unto the third generation. Foz 
unto Machir the ſonne of Manaſſes, were 
childzenbozn on ]oſephs knees, After this 
all they of Hrael bewatled him, and all the 
Egyptians with great mourning. Foz 
he had compaſſion of Egypt as of '« 
own pꝛoper members, and aſſiffed f 
both with his labour and e- 

them good at all tim 
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Me copp of Benjamins wozds, which 
he uttered to his childzen, being of the 
age of an hundzeth and twenty pears. Be 
kiſſed them and ſaid : As Iſaac was bozn 
in the hundzeth peare of Abraham, ſo 
was J in the hundzeth ycare of Jacob : 
and becauſe Rachel died at mp birth, A 
ſacked her Bond⸗ woman Bilhah. Foz 
after that Rachel had bon ]oſeph, ſhee 
was barren twelve peeres. Und when 
thee had pzaped to the Lo2d in thoſe 
twelve peares, (hee concefbed and bare 
mee: foz my father loved Rachel eps 
ceedingly, and wiſhed to ſee two Dons 
by her, and therefoze J was called 


Benjamin, that is to ſap, the ſonne of my „hat it 


dayes, oꝛ the ſonne of my ſozrow, becauſe 
mp mother died in the birth of mee, 
When J came firſt into Egypt, and that 
mp bzother joſeph knew me, he ſaid to 
me: What ſafd they to my Father, 
when they had ſold me + J anſwered; 
They ſtained thy Coat with Bloud, an: 
bzinging it to him ſaid : See if f® 

thy Sons coat oz no. 9 

alſo ſaid unto mee 


— 
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© - TIſhmaclites fock me, one of them ſtrip⸗ þ 

F- ping me out of mp coat, gave me a thin | 
ſhirt to put on,q4 laſhing me with a whtp, 
„ bade me run And as he went aſide to hide 
Joſephs mp garment, a 1 ion met him, and ſlew 
diſtreſſe him, and his partners being afraid, ſold 


d 
by Gol. me to their fellowes, You therefoze,mp 


Childzen, lobe the God of Heaven, and 

obey his commandements, following that 

f good and holy man Joſeph, and let vour 

minde be ſet upon goodneſle, as pe know 
that mine hath been. He that hath a good 
minde looketh rightly upon all things. 

Temptati- Fear God, and lobe pour netghbozs, and 

on ſhall then although the ſpirit of Belial tempt 

— chen Yon to all naughtineCe,to trouble you, yet 

' thar feat thalitnotget the uppermoſt hand ol you, 

the Lord, no moze then it did of mp bzother Joſeph. 

: How manp folk would have killed him, 
and yet God ſtill defended him Foꝛ he 
that fearcthGod,and loveth his neighboz, 

5 cannot be wounded of the afery Spirit 

HBelial: and hee that ts ſhielded with the 

<fear of the Lo2d, is ſafe from harme both 

al man and beaſt, and cannot be wm 

iſa hy is helped by the love ol 

wards his neighbom X 

* father Jacob to Jour 
03 


1 


The Teſtament of Benjamin. 


foz my bzethzen fo the Lozd, that 

would not lap unto their charges, the miſ⸗ 

chiefe that they had deviſed againſt him. 

TW hereat Jacob cryed out, O ſon ſoſeph, \ 
thou halt overcome my heart. And there⸗ Joſeph a 
withall embzacing him, he kiſſed him two righe i- 
hours together, and ſatd: Jn thee thall the fure of Je- \ 
pzophecy of Heaven be reſembled to the lus Chriſt, 

fall, concerning the Lamb of God, and 
Saviour of the wozld, that the unſpotted 

ſhall be delivered foz the wicked doers, 

and he that is without ſinne, ſhall die fo 

the ſinners in the blood of his teſtament, 

to the ſalvation both of fhe Gentiles and 

of Iſrael, and he ſhall daſh Belial and all 

bis ſervants. Py Childzen, look upon 

the end of that good man, and follow his 
mercifainele with a good mind, that you 

alſo may have a Crown of gloʒy upon 

pour heads. A good man hath not a dark A good 
eye, foz he ts merctfull and pitifall to all un. | 
men xen though thep be ſinners, and habe | 0!” - / 
deviſed miſchtefagatnſt him: and he that .," ' ,. 
both good, overcometh evil 1 by the &* 
defence of goodneſſe, and lobeth 2 the 

righteons as his owne ſonl. If anof 

3 man be honoured, he e 

if a man be enriched, it 
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Praiſeth If a man be ſtrong + 03 valiant, he pꝛat⸗ 
the vali- leth him, and believing him alſo to be 
/ ant. tchaſte, he defendeth 5 him that hath the 
; — — feare of God, Ye wozketh together with 
char fea. bim that loveth God, and ifa man fozſake 
reth God, the 6 Almighty, he warneth him to re- 
s Admo- turne againe. W hoſoever hath the grace 
niſneth the of the good ſpirit, him doth he love as his 
_ own life. He / pitieth tye pooze, ſuccou⸗ 
the poor, reth the weak, and pꝛaiſeth and honous 
The ex- keth God. Mp child2en, tf pe have a good 
ample of a mind, evil men ſhall ſtand tn awe of pou, 
godly man and unthzifts (hall foz very ſhame be con⸗ 
1 verted to goodne le. So that cobetous 
men hall not only depart from their ni⸗ 
gardiinefe, but alſo give of their aboun- 
dance to theneedy. If pe be good doers, 
both uncleane ſpirits ſhall flee from vou, 
and ſhzewd beaſts (hall ſhun foz fear ok 
por Foz where the regard of good wozks | 
is in the minde , there darkneſſe flyeth 
awap. Foz if he doe w2ong to any holy „ 
man, he is ſozp toz tt; Andifa holy man 
receive wꝛong · he pitieth the doer, and 
putteth it up with ſilence. And ik any man 
ay a righteous ſoule, and the righte? 
s betraper; the betraper is 
d, and the Righteon / 
becomet _ 
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becometh much moze notable after ward, \ 
as did mp Bꝛother Joteph. The gutle⸗ 

full ſpirit of Belial hath no power over a 

good mans mind: foz the Angel of peace The pro- 

guldeth his ſoule. He looketh not affeato- pertics of 
nately upon cozrupttible things, ne ras * richte 


+ to curſe with: one to ſlander with, and / 


« keth together riches in the deſire k 
voluptuouſneſs. He is not delighted with 
pleaſures. He grieveth not his neigh⸗ 

{ bour, he ſfuffeth not himſelf with meat, 

neither wandzeth he in the p2ide of his 

eyes: Foz the Lozd is his poꝛtion. Ye tas | 

keth no glozp foz gibing good counſell: he | 

paſſeth not how men diſhonour him, net- 

ther can he skill in any fraud oz guile, un · 

truth, ftrife, oz landcrouſneſſe : fog the | 

Lozd dwelleth in him, « inlighteneth his 7 

0 


Pay >, 


— —_— 


mind, and he rejopceth beto2e all men in a 
good time. A good minde hath not two /s 
tongues; one to bleſſe with. and another 2 


another to honoz with: one of ſozrow,and N 
another of joy: one of quietneſs and anos . / 
ther of trouble: one of diſſimulation, and 

another of truth: one of poverty, and ans 

other of richcs: but it hath or only df 

|. ſition pure and uncozrupt 

bath no double ſight v 


| — Benz 


it ings that he doth, ſpeaketh, 
3 bob he knoweth that the Lozd behol- 
VE = deth his heart, & therefoze he cleaſeth his 
minde that hee may not be found faultp, 
befoze God and man, But all the wozks 
of Belial are double, and utterly voide of 
ſimplicity. WW hereloze, my childzen, ſhun 
the naughtineſs of Belial: foz at the firſt 
Daa he delighteth thole that obey him, but in 
the end he is a ſwozd, and the father of 
. leven miſchiefes. Foz when the minde 
chick | hath once conceived by Belial, 
x — geth fo2th firſt envy, ſecondly deſperatcs 
2 nefſe, thirdly ſoz row, fourthly bondage, 
| fiftip needineſſe, ſixtly troubleſomneſs, 4 
ſeventhly deſolation: and foz that cauſe 
: was Cain fozmented with ſeven puniſh⸗ 
N 2 ments by God, foz in 7. yeares together 
* 4 God bzought every peare a new plague 
. Deſols- gyon Cain. Two hundzeth pears he ful. 
FA. xa. ferrd, ud in the nine hundzeth peare, the 
or earth was made deſolate with the I loud, 
io his rignteous bꝛother Abels ſake. In 
hundzeth years is Cain judged, and 
times ſeven: foz 
ke Cain in ſpightſulneſs &  / 
* their bzethzen, ſhall be 
fame punt@ment 2 


| Lathech in ſeventy 
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The Teftament of Berhamid. 
in the 'viſitatton of his onely . begotten, | 
And he Wall enter into the firſt Temple, 
and ther#th 02d ſhall utter wzong,and 
be deſpiſed; and be-lifted up unto a plece 
'of timber! And the vetle ol the Temple | 
Bene“ Wall be vent aunmder, aud tbe Spirit 'of | 
"camino of the L020 hall come do ton upon the Gen- 

the Holy tiles, poured out as ſtre: and riũing up from | 
Spirit. -the grave, he ſhalb afcondftom earthifo | 
+.  Heaven.'Þelſhall remember hold baͤſe hs 
Of his hath been upon earth, and how gloztous 
Aſcenſion. he is in Heaven. V hen ſoſeph was in 

| Egypt, I longed to ſee his perſon, and the * 
| -fo2me of his countenance. And thzvagh 
the pzayers ot my Father Jacob, J (aw 
him awake in the day ol his fall and pex- 
| tkoct ſhape- Now therefoze,mp Childzen, 
know vou that J ſhall dye. Wherefoze 
deale eberp ot vou truelp und rightfully 
wih his neighbour, wozke ye juſtiymmd 
\.-.  - Faithfull and keep pe the law and com - 
Y „ mandement-of the Lozd: fo; that doe 
% J teach ydu in ſtead of all Inheritance: 
And give pon the ſame to pour Chilozen 
m an everlaſting poſſeſſion. Foz ſo dd 
dan ¶aac, and Jacob, they gabe us 
foz an Inheritance, ſap 
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The Teſtament of Benjamin. Y 

tul he roveale his ſaving health unto all A 
0 
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nations. Then ſhalt ye ſee Enoch, Noah, A pr 
Sem, Abraham,; Iſaae and Jacob, riſing at cy 
his right hand with jopfulneſſe. Then lat co- 
hall we riſe glſo every ofus to his o oo iy 
| HScepter, wozſhipping the king of heaven The Re- 
which appeared on earth in the baſe ſhape ſurre 
el man. As many as belee ne in him, ſhall and judge 
rejopce with him at that time. And all ment | 
theſe, hail rife againe to glozy, and the 
reſidue unto ſhame. And the Lozd ſhall 
firſt of all jndge 1ſrae! fo2 the unrightes 
ouſnefle committed againſt him, becauſe 
, thoybleovednot. in God that came in 
the fleſh to deliver. Zhen ſhal he judge all 

Nations, as many as believed not in him 

when he appeared upon earth, and he (ſhall 

repzove Iſrael among the choſen of the 2 
Gentiles, as he repzoved Eiou in the . 
Midianites, that ſeduced his bzethzen by Fl 
foznication and Jdolatry , who were ; 
(eſfranged from God, and fell away from 

the Inheritance of the childꝛen, becauſe | 
they feared not God. But if you walke./* * 
i holinels befoze the Lod, pe all dwe” 

in Þope again in me. And all 1(rac! 


WMC be gathered to the 1 03D 
\. op be called a- rave 
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The Teſtament- of Benjamin. 
your Nobber tes ſalts, but J ſhall he ca? 
ſed the Lo2ds M ozkman, which giveth 
wod unklo ſuch as doe good. And in my 
pe- feed ſhall bv ratſed up the Beiobed of 
e the , the 1 ois, whoſe votcothall'de heard upon 
W:*" the earth, and he ſwall gibe new knows 
edge, and enlighten a Niivions with the 
7”  1Ughtof underſtanding, und hall com is 
EChriſt de- to ſabe Iſrael. e ſhall taae trom them as 
| ſeribed. Molle, and give to the Dynagogne of 
0 the Gentiles, and conthiie-tin the Spna⸗ 
ogue of the Gentiles to th& wozivs ond. 
e ſhall be among their Pꝛinces as mit 
ſicall melody in the mouth of all men, 
and his doings x ſayings thall be wzitfen 
in holy books. He Halbe the Lozds Derr. 
© Chriſt wi- ling foz evermoze. And as concerning 
. peth away bim mp Father Jacob kaught me,lapitic; 
dur fins." Me ſhall amend the delatuts of thy Tribe. 
when he had ended thele ſayings; he 
--t6manded his childzen to carrp his bones 
dul of Egypt, and to bury them in Hebron 
by his Fathers. Do Benjamin died a 
| Weng five and twenty peares old 
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good age, and they put him in } 
* in the kourſcoze and elebenths; 
departure of the Itzac; 
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«thaſe Teſtaments ofthetwelve; 
triarchaavere firſt found, and by whole" 
| cas were tranſlated out of 
Fo k "mo: 'Datine. 
2 13. 
"Heſe Teſtaments:wwere hidden and 
concealed a long time, ſo as the tea- 
chers and the ancient Interpreters could 
3X3 notfindethem. Which thing happened 
Wed 2 h. the. ſpiteſulneſſe of che Jewes, 
Ko. by le 205 of the qmoſt evident, ma- 
nifeſt, 4 often Prophecies of Chriſt , 
dat are written in them, did hide them a 
long while. At lengtkhi the Greeks, being 
very narrow ſearchers out of ancient 
writings, ſought theſe Teſtaments wari- 
. got them more warily, and tranſ- 
them faithfully our of ebrew' into 
reck. Nevertheleſſe, this writing con- 
tpacd yet {till unknowne, becauſe there, # 
as not any man to be found that was 
A both in the mags and Lathat, | 
«inteypreter might prof 
af this noble work, 
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in the yeare of our Lord, 1243 


painfully and faithfully 
. out of Kk into _ 
yo tongues 3 counte _ 
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